August 2019

Greetings from Chapel Hill United Methodist Church
Lamentations 3:19-24
19. I remember my affliction and my wandering,
the bitterness and the gall.
20 I well remember them,
and my soul is downcast within me.
21 Yet this I call to mind
and therefore I have hope:
22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
24 I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion;
therefore I will wait for him.”
I just read a caption that said, “if your morning started like this, you’re gonna have a bad
day.” The picture showed a Keurig coffee maker with the top open. Inside, instead of a
coffee pod, it held a similar container with the word “Garlic” written across the top. If some
morning you grabbed the garlic sauce from the breadsticks you brought home from a restaurant the night before instead of the coffee pod you intended to use, you might think,
“it’s gonna be a bad (or at least long) day.”
On a more serious note, one young woman I know lost her mother about 6 years ago. Each
year since, as the mother’s birthday or the anniversary of her death approach, the daughter
posts plans about 10 days ahead, on Facebook, to spend the day struggling and crying.
If we quickly predict that a morning mishap or a memory will lead to a bad day, it likely
will. We might get stopped by every red light on the way to work, get a flat tire, forget an appointment, or stumble and fall leading to a trip to ER... and pretty soon, it’s a bad day. Or is it?
Several people among our church family have experienced difficult days full of grief, illness, or
depression. Bad days? That depends on your perspective. Pain, sadness, and questions about
the future are certainly not easy to deal with. On the other hand, even our most difficult days
contain blessings, which we will see if we open our minds, hearts, ears and eyes.
We have celebrated a couple of lives recently, acknowledging the loss we’ve experienced, but
also celebrating the gifts God has provided us through the father, mother, brother, sister, or
friend in our time with them.
Thank you to those of you who have shown God’s love and compassion to people in the midst
of struggles. You’ve visited, sent cards, called, provided food, helped with funeral dinners, or
stayed with someone who could not be alone. These simple acts might be the reminder to
someone that, though we remember our afflictions and find ourselves downcast sometimes,
God’s love and compassion are new every morning.
Each day is a gift from God! Inconvenient, expensive, difficult, and painful things happen some
days, but they needn’t define our time. Even when life is hard, God is good. His love and compassion are new every morning.

The United Methodist Church
to God through Christ (cross)
and the Holy Spirit (flame).
The flame is a reminder of
Pentecost when witnesses
were unified by the power of
the Holy Spirit and saw
"tongues, as of fire" (Acts
2:3).The two tongues of a
single flame may also be understood to represent the
union of two denominations.
The two separate flames represent the Evangelical United
Brethren Church and the
Methodist Church coming together to form the United
Methodist Church.[1]

Mark your Calendar, Church
Picture Make-Up Day
Sept.3rd
Sign up online today or call
the office for assistance
https://ucdir.com/
schedule/login.php
Church Code: mi1266 &
Password: photos

Finance News
Below is the Total Income and Total Expenses and Net Income or (Loss) for the General Operating Fund for the
month of June, 2019. If the net income is in brackets ( ) it means we did not receive enough income to cover the expenses.
General Operating Fund Income and Expense
June 30, 2019
Total Income

$

Total Expenses

Net Income (Loss)

$

$

January 1 – June 30, 2019

8,779.03

6,836.62

1,942.41

$ 59,433.02
$ 67,552.60

($

8,119.58)

The General Operating Fund Balance as of June 30, 2019 is $ 4,478.19
The Building Fund Balance as of June 30, 2019 is $ 12,073.55
The Trustees are scheduling the Parsonage Roof replacement for August, 2019 and we need your assistance to
reach the Church’s fundraising goal of $20,000 before the end of August, while continuing your support toward
the monthly operating expenses of the Church (electric, gas, phone, staff, building maintenance, etc.). Make sure
your contribution to the Building Fund is clearly indicated on your envelope or check so it is appropriately
allocated to your giving account. Thank you to all our Members for your continued financial support of the
Church’s financial needs.
If you have any questions or would like to see different information, please contact any Member of the Finance
Committee. The Members serving in 2019 are: Gary Walter, Chair, Deb Cuthbert, Margie Krieger, Pastor Brenda
Gordon, Elizabeth Sapp, Bob Wesner, Tom Johns, Isla Case and Ken Krieger.

Free Reusable Grocery Bags!!
Help the Craft Show Committee
advertise the show by picking up a
grocery bag or two during August.
Using them will get the word out
about our show to the general
public.
Thank you for your help in advance,
The Craft Show Committee
Submitted by, Margie Krieger

This year we had 27 children in attendance and what
a great impact on the lives of so many children.
Thank you So Much for all the Hard work and devotion, volunteers you are so important and thank you
so much!
Collection of school supplies were received to benefit students
of Eau Claire Public Schools
Changing Lives & Reflecting God’s Love.

Come take a trip--to Lancaster, PA, May 11-16, 2020, and
leave the driving to Diamond Tours. The bus will leave from
Sodus Chapel Hill at 8 a.m. on the Monday after Mother's Day
next year. Cost is $559 with a $75 deposit when you sign
up. Brochures are available in the Fellowship Hall. Trip includes seeing The Queen Esther show at Sight-Sound Theatre,
guided tour of Philadelphia, Gettysburg National Park, Landis
Valley Museum & Village, guided tour of Lancaster including
Amish country, and Kitchen Kettle Village visit. Trip sponsored
by Nurture Committee. For more information check with Barb
Brady, 269-925-6717.
https://www.diamondtours.com/lancaster-amish-country-bus-tour

UP
Coming
Events
&

Save the
Dates
Special Music Request
If you have a musical talent and would love to share your
gift during Sunday Service,
please contact Chelsea from our Music
Department, via email at, lake@andrews.edu
Thank you so much
Exciting News !

SAVE THE DATE
Harvest Dinner,
Saturday,
October 26.

Our Website
Is Up & Running !
New Website has been launched. All
newsletters and future calendar updates can be found online.

http://chapelhillmethodist.org

Cookout &
Campfire
Saturday
Aug. 24th, 2019

6pm, at Chapel Hill
UMC
Bring your own
meat/main course
to grill. Please
bring finger foods
to share.

Simple symbiosis
Christians are like the several flowers in a garden, that have each of them the dew of
heaven, which, being shaken with the wind, they let fall at each other’s roots, whereby they are jointly nourished, and become nourishers of each other.
—John Bunyan

A day away in a quiet place
Maya Angelou said, “Each person deserves a day away in which no problems are confronted, no solutions
searched for. Each of us needs to withdraw from the cares which will not withdraw from us.” Similarly,
when Jesus’ disciples were consumed with ministry, he urged them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest” (Mark 6:31, NIV).
The late days of summer might be just the time to seek “a day away” not only from problems but even
from ministry. While serving God and others can be energizing, we must balance work with rest. God set
that example, resting after creating the world; Jesus set that example, calling his disciples away — not
just alone, but with him — to be refreshed.
Spend a relaxing day at a lake. Go on a scrapbooking retreat or a leisurely hike with a friend. Find a monastery that welcomes guests, and experience 48 hours of prayer and silence there. Invite Jesus into that
time and space. And remember another message he shared: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28, NIV).

Grooving for God
Fifty years ago this summer, as the Woodstock Festival in upstate New York became a symbol
of the countercultural movement, another groundswell was occurring: the Jesus Movement. In 1970, teenager
Greg Laurie was baptized after a bunch of “Jesus freaks” introduced him to the Savior. The lost kid whose
mom had been divorced seven times finally felt part of a family.
Laurie, now pastor of a megachurch and author of Jesus Revolution (Baker Books), says the Millennial generation is ripe for another major faith movement. During a time of division and unrest that mirrors the late ’60s,
people are longing for what’s “real” and relational, he writes. Our “weary, chaotic, selfie-saturated culture”
needs “a big, ravishing, transcendent, and transformational vision of who God really is,” adds Laurie. “That’s
what happened fifty years ago. It can happen again today.”

Kingdom on wheels
“If you love what you do, you’re going to talk about it,” says Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Carson Wentz.
“I love Jesus … so I’m going to talk about [him]. But I’m not going to force [Christianity] down your throat, either.” That’s why the pro athlete tries to show his faith by “how I live and what I’m about.”
Wentz started the foundation AO1 (Audience of One) to make a tangible impact beyond the gridiron. With a
local church, he sponsors Thy Kingdom Crumb, a food truck that offers free meals to people in the community.
The motto painted on the mobile restaurant sums up the message Wentz wants to share with his neighbors:
“It’s on us … ’cause he loves you!”

Bible Quiz

During the dramatic experience when God called Isaiah
to be a prophet, who or what filled the temple?
A. 144,000 worshipers
B. The bottom of God’s robe
C. Smoke
D. Priests offering sacrifices

Answer: B and C (See Isaiah 6:1-8.)

+Christian Symbol+
Grapes

As the fruit used to produce wine or juice for Holy Communion, grapes represent the blood shed by Jesus on
the cross. Grapes also symbolize fruitfulness (or lack
thereof) in the life of ancient Israel and, by extension,
of a Christian. “My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. ... he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded
wild grapes” (Isaiah 5:1-2, NRSV).
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If your special day was not listed please call the office so
we can update our records.
© Denotes a child
Happy Anniversary & Happy Birthday to those whom
may have not been noted, you are
and loved.

Just a reminder please bring your own place settings. We
are Going Green.
"Go Green" is a widely used term that can mean something different to everyone. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce Small Business Nation defines going green as
simply taking steps to "conserve energy, reduce pollution and save money."

Aladdin (May 24, PG)

Reflecting on our faith at the movies

In the original, animated film, Aladdin is called “a diamond in the
rough.” He’s an unlikely hero, who is given an opportunity to grow
beyond his life’s circumstances.
In the Bible, we read of another “diamond in the rough.” When God
sends Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint the next king of Israel, David
is an unlikely candidate. In 1 Samuel 16:1-13, we read that while
he is out tending the family’s sheep, his dad Jesse calls each of
David’s seven brothers to stand before the priest.

Samuel is impressed with each of the boys. Any one of them looks
like he might be the next ruler of Israel. But God tells Samuel, “The
Lord hasn’t chosen this one,” as each of the brothers comes forward. Finally, Jesse sends someone to bring David in from the
field. Although he’s a bit of an afterthought, God tells Samuel,
“That’s the one.”

What similarities and differences do you see in David and Aladdin’s stories? In David’s story, we read, “God doesn’t look at things
like humans do. Humans see only what is visible to the eyes, but
the Lord sees into the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7 CEB). What does that
say about God? About you? What does God see in you that you
struggle to see in yourself?

Like Aladdin, David began his
journey as “a diamond in the
rough.” What does God see in
you that you struggle to see in
yourself? Aladdin movie poster,
Disney.

The Lion King (July 19)
Simba goes into exile when his uncle Scar claims the throne from Simba’s
father, King Mufasa. With the help of some unlikely friends – a warthog
named Pumbaa and a meerkat named Timon – Simba grows up away from
his pack until a childhood friend named Nala encourages him to return and
lead his father’s kingdom.
Though the circumstances are very different, these complicated family dynamics call to mind the story of Jacob and Esau. These twin brothers struggle with their place in the family. Jacob convinces Esau to give him his birthright for a bowl of stew (Genesis 25:27-34). Later, when their father Isaac is
on his deathbed, Jacob pretends to be Esau and receives the blessing intended for his brother (Genesis 27:1-29).
Fearing for his life, Jacob flees and spends years away from his home and
family of origin. Eventually, the time comes to return. After a night of wrestling with an angel, Jacob meets Esau and the two are reconciled (Genesis
32-33).
Maybe you have lived part of this story – feeling rejected by family,
estranged from parents or children, experienced the heartbreaking end to a
relationship. How do Simba and Jacob’s journeys back home encourage you
in your life and spiritual journey?

Have you ever felt estranged from family? The Lion King movie
poster, Disney.

Chapel Hill UMC Sodus,MI
Church Office Hours
Phone: (269) 927-3454
Parsonage: (269) 925-4528
Pastor’s Cell: (231) 631-1055

Tuesday

9:00 am to 2:00 pm

E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net

Wednesday

9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Pastor’s email: begordon68@hotmail.com

Thursday

9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Websites: http://chapelhillmethodist.org/
www.chapelhill-craftshow.org

Hours vary on Holidays
Staff Education & Vacations

Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m.
Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Brenda Gordon, Pastor

In case of emergency when the office is
closed, please try the parsonage (925-4528)

