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John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life. 
 
1 John 4:19-21:  19 We love because [God] first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For 
whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.  21 And [God] has 
given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 
 
We worship a God who loves us so much that He sent his Son to die on a cross for us.  This year’s Advent worship services reflect on 
the ways we share the good news of God’s love by doing good.  The themes for our Advent services are inspired by a book entitled, 
“All the Good” by Laceye Warner, Amy Valdez Barker, Jung Choi, and Sangwoo Kim. 
 
Christians are called to be messengers, proclaiming the good news of God’s love in Christ throughout the year.  Advent gives us a 
special reminder of God’s love for us and a special opportunity to develop or renew habits that bring us and others closer to God. 
 
This month, as you wait for the celebration of the Christ Child in the manger, wait actively. Spend time in prayer, and, if you haven’t 
already, accept the Good News of Christmas/Advent:  that God loves, not just the world in general, but you individually, so much 
that God sent Jesus. Mary gave birth to Him to live, teach, suffer and die for you so that if you believe you will have everlasting 
life.  Welcome Jesus, and the salvation God offers through Him, into your life. 
 
When the extent of God’s love for you has a chance to sink into your heart and mind, let gratitude toward God grow in you so that 
it might become more and more natural for you to reflect God’s love to others.  Notice the needs of others and participate in Chris-
tian practices of good works or means of Grace. 
 
Each week of advent we will be reminded of John Wesley’s instructions to: 
“Do all the good you can,  
   in all the ways you can,  
   to all the souls you can,  
   in every place you can,  
   at all the times you can,  
   with all the zeal you can,  
   as long as ever you can.” 
 
People long to feel God’s love.  Some can only recognize their spiritual need and its fulfillment after some tangible need is 
met.  Food provided to fill stomachs, encouraging words to speak to grief, doubts, and temptations, a welcome to help lost souls to 
feel a sense of belonging, and clothes to warm cold bodies can all open hearts to the assurance of God’s love and salvation. 
This Advent, Open your heart to the love of God and your hands to do good to those around you. 
 
 
Pastor Brenda 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Prayer Group—Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 

Bell Practice—Thursdays at 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice—Thursdays at 7:30 pm 

Trustee Team—Monday, Dec 6th at 7:00 pm 

Finance Team—Thursday, Dec 9th at 3:00 pm 

Messy Church—Sunday, Nov 21st 4-5:30 pm 

Christmas Eve Service, Friday, Dec 24th 6:30 pm 

Ad Council—No Meeting Scheduled 

Newsletter Deadline—Tuesday. Dec 28th at 9 am 

 

 

 

BETHLEHEM OR BUST!!!  

Let's go to Bethlehem for Christmas virtually 

  Each chapter read in the Bible counts 
as one mile.  Turn in your name and 
chapters read in designated container at 
church, or by phone or e-mail at church 
office.    As of 11/28/21 we have trav-
eled 4207 miles from Sodus. 192 miles 
till we get to Tripoli, Libya. 

We are 69% of the way there.  We only 
have 26 days till Christmas. 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

This  month’s (December 12th)  Loose 
Change Offering will go to support the 
Bread of Heaven Food Pantry. 

HELPFUL SERVICE NUMBERS 

Social Security:         1-877-405-5457 

Medicare Questions:       1-800-633-4227 

Medicaid Hotline:       1-800-642-3195 

United Way’s “First Call for Help”:     1-800-310-5454 

Legal Aid of Western Michigan  

                                1-888-783-8191 or 1-888-418-1311

  

Region IV Area Agency on Aging:    1-800-654-2810 

Veteran’s Assistance & Info:     1-800-827-1000

  

Michigan Ombudsman:     1-866-485-9393 

Department of Human Services:    1-269-934-2000 

To Report Abuse/Neglect:     1-855-444-3911 

To Report a Scam:      1-877-765-8388 

Meals on Wheels of SW MI Senior Nutrition Services: 

                   1-269-925-0137 or 1-855-925-0137 

 

1/2 Off Sale 

SUPERBOOKS  

Only $20 

See Sandy Keath  
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Sunday Fun Day for December 
 
 
December 5  Day of the Ninja 
 
December 12  Gingerbread House Day 
 
December  19  Eggnog Day  (nothing listed so I 
chose  Eggnog Day, because I like Eggnog) 
 
December 26  Thank you Note  Day 

December Birthdays  

Ray Perkins II 12/6  

Betty Grootendorst 12/7  

Cindy Cantrell 12/12  

Donna Priebe 12/12  

Mike Wolske 12/13  

James young 12/13  

Deborah Priebe 12/14  

Amanda Powell 12/15  

Virginia Skibbe 12/15  

Lois Akright 12/16  

Lillian Ferguson 12/17  

Denny Bennett 12/18  

Della Jo Walker 12/18  

Chasity Oehler 12/21  

Elizabeth Sapp 12/21  

Candice Berndt 12/22  

Bob Wesner 12/24  

Kerry (Bill) Wesner 12/24  

Hayden Hall c 12/27  

Jack Rodgers c 12/28  

   
   

Anniversaries 

 Date Yrs  

Dan & Linda Carroll 12/7 30 

Cody & Lori Bennett 12/15  

Joshua & Chrystal Scott 12/17 22 

Kevin & Karen Bailey 12/28 36 

Andres & Virginia Velez 12/31 40 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

Missions Committee has a Christmas project 
we would like you all to support. “God’s 
Hands 4 Kids” in Berrien County, a group 
that helps foster and adoptive families in 
need. A request was made for children’s pa-
jamas and underwear of all sizes and styles. 
We will place a Christmas tree in the fellow-
ship hall where you can place your purchas-
es and we will see that they get to that 
agency. 

Thanks for your support. 



4 

Electronic Giving Available 

Giving to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
can be done by cash, check or now electroni-
cally through your computer, iPad or smart 
phone, anytime and anywhere you have an in-
ternet connection. Electronic Giving (E-Giving) 
allows you to give one time or set-up a stand-
ard amount on a frequency that is convenient 
for your situation. E-Giving provides you with 
an electronic check and credit card options 
and our service provider, Vanco, provides a 
safe and secure platform servicing over 20,000 
organizations with their platform.   

Vanco discontinued the “Give Plus” App on 
September 30, 2021. It is being replaced with 
the new “Vanco Mobile” App which is now 
available in your App Store for download. To 
use the App for E-Giving, identify our church as 
“Sodus Chapel Hill.”  You can login to the App 
by using your “Give Plus” User ID and Pass-
word. Any information for recurring giving that 
you currently have set up will automatically 
transfer from “Give Plus” to “Vanco Mobile.”  
If you have any problems with the new mobile 
app, please contact the Church Office at 269 
927-3454. 

General Conference Prayer Time 
  
Between 7:00 and 8:00 PM each Sunday, 
let’s drop whatever else we’re doing and 
pray for the United Methodist Church. In 
particular, let’s pray for preparations for the 
meeting of General Conference, August 26 
thru September 6, 2022. Some big decisions 
are on their docket, which will mean some 
big decisions for all United Methodists. 
 
 
Focus your prayers on Giving thanks to 
God for his faithfulness in the General Confer-
ence process.  

Sodus Public Library Events  

Tuesdays, 1-3 pm Needlework Club 

 Dec 14  3-4 pm Afternoon Book Club 

 

The Library will be closed Dec 23-25. 

 
“Sunday, December 19 following 
morning worship for lunch and 

Christmas Caroling” 

 

 

CRAFT SHOW UP-DATE 

 

The final wrap-up meeting for the 42nd an-
nual Chapel Hill Craft Show took place on 
October 25, 2021. It was reported that ap-
proximately 5,800 shoppers came through 
the gates to purchase hand-crafted arts and 
crafts displayed by 231 exhibitors. This year 
we will be able to provide $35,000 to the 
Missions Committee for distribution. 

That also means over the 42 years our 
church has sponsored this event, it has pro-
vided more than $783,325 to mission pro-
jects all over the world. We should all be 
very proud of this accomplishment. 

The entire committee would like to say 
“THANK YOU” to everyone who contribut-
ed in some way to help make this year’s 
show a success. The exhibitors and shop-
pers love our show but without your support 
it would not be successful. 

 

Craft Show Committee  

 

Wishing You God’s Abundant Blessings 

 

Thanks so much for your support.   

 

The Bread of Heaven Food Pantry 
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Berrien County November Events 

Fri, Dec 3  IPAWS Test at 3: pm 

   Window Wonderland, Downtown St. 

   Joe 

   Krasl Art Ctr Exhibition Opens:  2021 

   Members’ Show, St Joe 

Sat, Dec 4  Reindog Holiday Parade, St Joe 

Sat, Dec  4 5-7 pm Santa’s House Open, St Joe 

Saturdays      noon-5 pm Santa’s House Open St Joe 

Sundays              1-5 pm Santa’s House Open  St Joe 

Thursdays 4-6 pm Santa’s House Open St  Joe 

Fridays  4-6 pm Santa’s House Open St Joe 

Wed Dec 8  Krasl Art Ctr Family Night, BH         

   Library 

Sat, Dec 11  Family Day at Krasl Art Ctr St Joe 

Week of December 19– 23 

       Noon– 5 pm Santa’s House Open, St Joe 
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Who Were the Magi?  (Matthew 2:1-2) 
 
The Gospel of Matthew is the only Gospel 
that tells us about the visit of the Magi, who 
came from the East to visit Jesus in Bethle-
hem. 
 
The Magi were probably Persian or Arabian 
astronomers who charted stars and at-
tached religious significance to their move-
ments.  They were not kings.  They did not 
worship stars, they believed in one god, an-
gels, devil spirits and a prophet would be 
sent by God to save mankind. 
 
The visions of Daniel may have influenced 
the gifts of the Magi.  The gold and frankin-
cense were customary gifts brought to a 
king (Isaiah 60:6), Myrrh, which was used to 
anoint a body before burial.  This would 
have been symbolically  appropriate, under-
standing as they knew the “anointed one” 
would eventually be “cut off” (crucified). 
 
Unfortunately, the church tradition of the 
Magi bringing gifts to Jesus at birth has it 
wrong.  We now know that the Magi did not 
arrive when Jesus was born or even when 
he was an infant, they arrived in Bethlehem 
when the family moved from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem, when Jesus was a toddler after 
the Temple presentation of Jesus. 
 
Taken from:  “Jesus’ Birth—The Wise Men 
(Magi) by Joseph Lenard  1/3/2017 
 

 

Chapel Hill UMC, Sodus, MI 

Friday, December 24, 2021  

At 6:30 pm 

 

 

If only … 

 

 

There are many of you … who think to your-
selves: “If only I had been there! How quick I 
would have been to help the Baby! I would 
have washed his linen. How happy I would 
have been to go with the shepherds to see 
the Lord lying in the manger!” 

Yes, you would! You say that because you 
know how great Christ is, but if you had 
been there at that time, you would have 
done no better than the people of Bethle-
hem. … Why don’t you do it now? You have 
Christ in your neighbor. You ought to serve 
him, for what you do to your neighbor in 
need you do to the Lord Christ himself. 

—Martin Luther 



7 

 

To all my Chapel Hill Family, 

I want to extend my sincere thank you to all of 
you for the prayers and the numerous cards  that I 
have received.  Several of you have sent more 
than one.  Your sentiments have been greatly ap-
preciated.  This is way overdue, but I also want to 
say thank you for my prayer blanket and to the 
ladies who created it.  I want you to know that I 
truly appreciate it.  I loved all the colors.  You are 
wonderful people, and I really love all of you.  It 
was a horrible eight months, but I am doing much 
better now.  I still have chemo every three weeks 
until April or May next year.  The medications 
that made me so sick are not in this infusion.  
Once again, thank you so very much.  Blessings to 
all of you. 

In Jesus, 

Judy Walter 

We have decided to “adopt” the 
Mullen Family for Christmas this 
year.   The Mullens—Jason, Magen, Madison 
(age 15), Cody (age 12), and Lily (age 8) are 
from Galien, Michigan. 

 

Lily was diagnosed with a rare aggressive kidney 
cancer (renal clear cell sarcoma) in the summer 
of 2020.  Things have been very tight financially 
for their family as Lily’s treatments continue a 
year and half later.  They are still traveling to 
Kalamazoo twice every week for treatments, 
tests, etc.  Last year Lily was so sick and money 
so tight that they didn’t even have a Christmas.  
We’d like to help make this Christmas a truly 
blessed one! 

 

We have created and “angel tree” for the Mullen 
family in the fellowship hall complete with 
needs and wishes for the family.  If you would 
like to purchase something, simply take the 
“ornament” off the tree.  If you would like to 
contribute with others to get one of the more 
expensive wishes, or need more information 
about the family or item, please see/call Amy 
Berget (269) 262-2080.  Please have all gifts to 
the church by Sunday, December 19th.  If you’d 
like to wrap and label the gift before dropping it 
off, that would be great too.  I would like to ar-
range delivery on December 23rd sometime.  If 
anyone knows Santa, maybe we could get him to 
deliver the gifts with us.  Let’s show this family 
how much God loves them!  Merry Christmas. 

Please Join Us For 

The Joy Bringers 

Annual Bell Choir Program 

Saturday, December 4, 2021 

7:00 pm 

At the 

United Methodist Church  

310 W Mars Street 

Berrien Springs MI 

 

Joy Bringers—Directed by Karol Kesterke 

Donna Bauman John Beal  

Jonathan Clough David Elde-Altman 

Rose Elde-Altman Alyse Roe 

Sue Schwab Gavin Tharp Izabel Tharp 

Sue Wein  Tanya Zehm 
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Church Office Hours 

 
Tuesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Wednesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 
Hours vary on Holidays 

Staff Education & Vacations 

 
In case of emergency when the office is closed, please try the 
parsonage (925-4528) 

CHAPEL HILL UMC 

 
Phone: (269) 927-3454 

Parsonage: (269) 925-4528 

Pastor’s Cell: (231) 631-1055 

E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net 

Pastor’s email: begordon68@hotmail.com 

Websites:  

www.chapelhillmethodist.org/ 

 www.chapelhill-craftshow.org 

 
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m. 

Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship 

http://www.chapelhill-craftshow.org

