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2022 
Proverbs 3: 5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your 
paths straight.” 
 
The United Methodist Church is in a time of discernment, change, and 
transition, which leaves individuals, congregations, pastors, and denomi-
national leaders with choices to make and questions about how church 
will look moving forward.  Chapel hill Church leaders want to keep you 
informed as much as we can about the decisions before General Confer-
ence and the choices we will have to make.  In the meantime, we would 

all do well to prayerfully trust God with all our hearts to lead us to best decide how to be true to scripture and love our 
neighbors. 
 
It looks as though the General Conference meeting, which has been postponed twice due to Covid concerns, will con-
vene August 29-September 6, 2022 as planned.  Delegates will vote on “The Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace 
through Separation,” which proposes separating the denomination into a new, very traditional denomination called the 
Global Methodist Church and a more “progressive” expression of the United Methodist Church. The predominant differ-
ence between the two is that the Global Methodist Church will refrain from participating in same-gender weddings, and 
from ordaining clergy who are gay or lesbian, while the new expression of the United Methodist Church will allow ordi-
nation of gay and lesbian clergy, and will allow for same gender weddings.   
 
The matter before General Conference leaves each church member, pastor, congregation, and denominational leader 
with the need to decide whether to remain with the United Methodist Church, join the Global Methodist Church, or 
disaffiliate from either church in order to do something new, like become an independent community church. 
 
At this time, we have fairly clear information about the Global Methodist Church.  We have less clear information about 
the United Methodist Church going forward, and about the implications of disaffiliation or joining the Global Methodist 
Church. The lack of clarity comes mainly from the fact that the “Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separa-
tion” can be amended right up until the vote is taken.  In all likelihood, the information we have now will not be put into 
practice exactly as it is currently written. 
 
Please watch all of our means of communication, such as newsletters, bulletins, verbal announcements, Facebook, web-
site, and email for new information and questions as the time for decisions approaches. 
 
In this time of decision and transition, continue to pray for all of those faced with decisions, and remember the words of 
Proverbs 3:5-6.   “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit 
to him, and he will make your paths straight.” 
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Brenda 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Prayer Group—Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 

Bible Study—Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 

Bell Practice—Thursdays at 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice—Thursdays at 7:30 pm 

Finance Team—Thursday, Feb 10th at 3:00 pm 

Scrapbooking—Friday, Feb, 11th at 6:30 pm 

SPRC Team—Tuesday, Feb 15th at 7:00 pm 

Messy Church—Sunday, Feb 20th at 4:00 pm 

Ad Council—Tuesday, Feb 22nd at 7:00 pm 

Newsletter Deadline—Tuesday. Feb 22nd at 11 am 

 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

This  month’s (February 13th)  Loose 
Change Offering will go to support the 
Senior Nutrition Services. 

HELPFUL SERVICE NUMBERS 

Social Security:         1-877-405-5457 

Medicare Questions:       1-800-633-4227 

Medicaid Hotline:       1-800-642-3195 

United Way’s “First Call for Help”:     1-800-310-5454 

Legal Aid of Western Michigan  

                                1-888-783-8191 or 1-888-418-1311

  

Region IV Area Agency on Aging:    1-800-654-2810 

Veteran’s Assistance & Info:     1-800-827-1000

  

Michigan Ombudsman:     1-866-485-9393 

Department of Human Services:    1-269-934-2000 

To Report Abuse/Neglect:     1-855-444-3911 

To Report a Scam:      1-877-765-8388 

Meals on Wheels of SW MI Senior Nutrition Services: 

                   1-269-925-0137 or 1-855-925-0137 

 

Christmas Carolers 

On December 19th nine Carolers visited and sang 

for:  Betty Arnt, Alvin Tomoske, Ilene Fox, Louise 

Grosse, Bonnie Saurbier, Esther Peters, Jean 

Rakauski, Dick & Phyllis Dowsett, and Clara Lati-

slaw.   

We would like to thank our Carolers:  Chris Peters, 

Amanda Powell, Lenna Powell, Pastor Brenda, 

Flossie Gordon,  Sandy Keath, Kinley Scott, Anna 

Peters & Mollie Logan. 

Fun by all.  And great to see so many of our shut-

ins. 
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Birthdays 

Sally Dunbar 03-Feb 

Paul Koehler 04-Feb 

Christopher Oehler Sr 04-Feb 

Luke Bennett 05-Feb 

Florence Gordon 05-Feb 

Louisa Bahus 07-Feb 

Brian Harner 11-Feb 

Hunter Hall 15-Feb 

Jim Priebe 17-Feb 

Dave Dustin 22-Feb 

Miguel Vela 22-Feb 

Mariella Vincent-Vela 22-Feb 

Rinehart Bennett 24-Feb 

Sandra Pullins 24-Feb 

Taylor Dustin-
Williamson 25-Feb 

Sandy Harner 26-Feb 

Robert Dunbar 27-Feb 

Barb Brady 28-Feb 

Anniversaries 

 Date Yrs 

Frank & Maureen Paulin Sr. 02-Feb 48 

Terry & Deborah Priebe 14-Feb 36 

Michael & Nina Borr 27-Feb 20 
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Electronic Giving Available 

Giving to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
can be done by cash, check or now electroni-
cally through your computer, iPad or smart 
phone, anytime and anywhere you have an in-
ternet connection. Electronic Giving (E-Giving) 
allows you to give one time or set-up a stand-
ard amount on a frequency that is convenient 
for your situation. E-Giving provides you with 
an electronic check and credit card options 
and our service provider, Vanco, provides a 
safe and secure platform servicing over 20,000 
organizations with their platform.   

“Vanco Mobile” App which is now available in 
your App Store for download. To use the App 
for E-Giving, identify our church as “Sodus 
Chapel Hill.”  You can login to the App by using 
your “Give Plus” User ID and Password. Any in-
formation for recurring giving that you current-
ly have set up will automatically transfer from 
“Give Plus” to “Vanco Mobile.”  If you have 
any problems with the new mobile app, please 
contact the Church Office at 269 927-3454. 

General Conference Prayer Time 
  
Between 7:00 and 8:00 PM each Sunday, 
let’s drop whatever else we’re doing and 
pray for the United Methodist Church. In 
particular, let’s pray for preparations for the 
meeting of General Conference, August 26 
thru September 6, 2022. Some big decisions 
are on their docket, which will mean some 
big decisions for all United Methodists. 
 
 

Focus your prayers on  the most loving 

outcome that is within God’s plan. 

 
Messy Church 

Sunday, February 20th 
4:00 pm  

At the Church 
For all ages. 

Special dates of the Christian Calendar 
 
• African American History Month 

• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2022 

• Presidents Day, February 21, 2022 

• Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 27, 
 2022 

BIBLE STUDY 

Pastor Brenda is holding a Bible Study based on 
the TV series “The Chosen”.  She is using the 
book “The Chosen: An Interactive Bible Study 
(Season 1): What Does it Mean to be Chosen?”  
By Douglas Huffman, Dallas & Amanda Jenkins.  
Books are available through “The Chosen” web-
site and Amazon. 

 When:   Wednesday evenings 

Time:    6:00 pm to watch an episode 

    7:00 pm study begins 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

The Transfiguration is significant because it was 

the glorification of the body of Jesus.  Those 

with Him saw Jesus in His glory.  The appear-

ance of Moses and Elijah testified that Jesus was 

the one of whom the law and prophets spoke.  

The approving testimony of God the Father fur-

ther confirmed the identity of Jesus. 
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Berrien County February Events 

Feb 4   IPAWS Test at 3 pm 

Feb 4-6   Magical Ice Fest, St Joseph 

Feb 12   Family Day at Krasl Art Center 

   St Joseph 

Feb 17   Third Thursday Art Event at Krasl 

   Art Center, St Joseph 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW: 

The Berrien Co Sheriff Office’s Emergency Management & Home-

land Security Division uses two alert Systems simultaneously to 

warn the community of emergencies:  IPAWS (Integrated Public 

Alert & Warning System) and B-Warn! Together, they will inform 

people in Berrien County when protective action should be taken for 

emergencies.  Messages will be sent to residents, workers, visitors, 

boaters, campers and travelers in the County. 

 

To receive test alerts, you likely will need to change the settings on 

your mobile phone.   

 

WEA (Wireless Emergency Alerts) are short, text-like emergency 

messages come from authorized federal, state, local, tribal and terri-

torial public alerting authorities.  These alerts are broadcast from 

cell towers to any WEA-enable mobile device in a locally targeted 

area.  WEA have a unique tone and vibration, both repeated twice. 

God of love—for, with and in us 

An ancient heresy — that the God of the Old 

Testament was a God of grace and love — still 

persists a bit.  Yet God is the same God, with 

the same characteristics throughout time.  Way 

back in Genesis 3, God graciously sewed gar-

ments to clothe humans, although they had dis-

obeyed him.  And even in the Gospels, God’s 

anger was evident through Jesus’ response to 

temple moneychangers cheating the poor. 

God always works for life and goodness in all 

things.  Sometimes people misunderstand God’s 

ways; sometimes God, like a human parent, us-

es “tough love.”  Mick Brooks writes:  “The 

Old Testament is God for us, the time of Christ 

is God with us, and the age of the Holy Spirit is 

God in us.”  (Every Day With Jesus, Sept/Oct 

2020).  That may be a bit simplistic, but it’s a 

good reminder that while God’s ways of inter-

acting with us vary, he—The God of Love — 

does not. 

 +  +  + 

 

On the Mount of Transfiguration, God said,  

“This is my Son...listen to him”  (Luke 9:35) 
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Outreach/Ministries of Our Church 

AA 

CHUMC host:  Kevin Bailey 

Alcoholics Anonymous is an international mutual aid 

fellowship with the stated purpose of enabling its 

members to “stay sober and help other alcoholics 

achieve sobriety.”  AA is non professional, self-

supporting, and apolitical.  Its only membership re-

quirement is a desire to stop drinking. 

AA meetings are held every Sunday at 9:00 am in the 

education building (beside the church).  Meetings are 

free and open to anyone with the desire to become 

alcohol free. 

“When I focus on what’s good today, I have a good 

day.  If I focus on the problem, the problem increas-

es.  If I focus on the answer the answer increases.” 

+  +  + 

Blue Star Mothers 

CHUMC host:  Sandy Harner 

We host a room in the education building for  the 

Blue Star Mothers Chapter 177 to use as a home base 

for their meetings, storage and packing Holiday Care 

packages filled with love, support and little bit of 

home for our service men and women  at home and 

overseas.  This Christmas 102 service members each 

received a Christmas Care Package and 25 packages 

were given to the homeless veterans at the VA Clinic 

in Benton Harbor. 

They meet the third Sunday of each month at 2:00 

pm. 

+  +  + 

“Good News”  Cardio Drumming 

Lead by Amber Perkins 

Good News Cardio Drumming is an aerobic workout 

to uplifting positive music.  The fun routines are high 

energy but all participants are encouraged to modify 

to their physical ability.  The inspiring music incites 

movement to drum, to praise, to build strength, while 

using drumsticks, a yoga ball on a large bucket, and 

light hand weights.  It doesn’t matter if you are on 

beat or not, can’t do a jumping jack or a squat.  As 

long as you are having fun and moving, you are fol-

lowing the only two rules for class.  Leave your wor-

ries at the door, Sunday’s class is a judgment free  

hour that begins at 1 pm averaging 10-12 wonderful 

supportive individuals.  However, there’s room to 

accommodate more in the fellowship hall, so grab a 

friend and join us.  I have extra drumming sets for 

those who may want to try it, please contact me in 

advance to reserve a set. 

+  +  + 

Blood Drives 

CHUMC host:  Sandy Keath 

We occasionally host Blood Drives sponsored by 

the American Red Cross, which is open to the pub-

lic.   

+  +  + 

CHUMC Craft Show 

CHUMC Volunteers 

The 42nd annual Chapel Hill Craft Show took place 

on October 6, 2021. It was reported that approxi-

mately 5,800 shoppers came through the gates to 

purchase hand-crafted arts and crafts displayed by 

231 exhibitors. This year we will be able to provide 

$35,000 to the Missions Committee for distribution. 

That also means over the 42 years our church has 

sponsored this event, it has provided more than 

$783,325 to mission projects all over the world. We 

should all be very proud of this accomplishment. 

+  +  + 

God’s Hands 4 Kids 

God’s Hands 4 Kids is a group that helps foster and 

adoptive families in need.  This year a request for 

children’s pajamas and underwear of all sizes and 

styles was made.  Donations of requested items 

along with 20 stockings filled with candy, stuffed 

animals and New Testaments (provided by the Blue 

Star Mothers) were placed under a Christmas Tree 

in the fellowship hall and delivered to Berrien 

County Health and Social Services. 

 

+  +  + 

Adopted Family for Christmas 

This year we adopted a family for Christmas.  Wish 

list items were displayed on ornaments on a Christ-

mas tree in the fellowship hall for the congregation 

to take to gift these items to fulfill wishes.  I must 

say that all the wishes were purchased and then 

some.   
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Amy Berget  delivered and filmed the joy and merri-

ment of this family as they opened their gifts.  What 

a blessing for all who gave and received.  We pray 

for this family weekly that their daughter will  re-

main healthy. 

 

+  +  + 

 

Scrapbooking Night 

Hosts:  Marcia Allen & Isla Case 

On January 14th, there were six people who came 

for crafting at the church.    We had a potluck dinner 

at 6:30 pm featuring minestrone soup, veggies, 

cheeses & crackers with summer sausage and fin-

ished with two desserts.  The crafting this week con-

sisted of scrapbooks, greeting cads, making necklac-

es and valentine cards.  It was a nice night of fellow-

ship.  Please join us (and bring a friend) at our next 

scrapbooking night on February 11th at 6:30 pm.  

 

Dear Chapel Hill Friends, 

The thoughtfulness and caring shown to Heather and 

me have been so appreciated during these difficult 

days.  The generosity shown in the many, many me-

morials in George’s honor to Chapel Hill, Berrien 

County Cancer Services, and Caring Circle has been 

unbelievable.  We are still overwhelmed by the out-

pouring of friends and family at the funeral.   

All the prayers, visits, calls, texts (many from Pastor 

Brenda) and food have been very meaningful to us. 

These many acts of kindness will not be forgotten. 

Thankfully, 

Gini Skibbe 

Heather Poole & Family 
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Church Office Hours 

 
Tuesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Wednesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 
Hours vary on Holidays 

Staff Education & Vacations 

 
In case of emergency when the office is closed, please try the 
parsonage (925-4528) 

CHAPEL HILL UMC 

 
Phone: (269) 927-3454 

Parsonage: (269) 925-4528 

Pastor’s Cell: (231) 631-1055 

E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net 

Pastor’s email: begordon68@hotmail.com 

Websites:  

www.chapelhillmethodist.org/ 

 www.chapelhill-craftshow.org 

 
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m. 

Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship 

http://www.chapelhill-craftshow.org

