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2023 

 

Run in such a way to get the prize. 

Have you ever noticed how easy is to admire the discipline in athletes, but how hard It is to practice it 
ourselves. 

Lent is traditionally the time when we commemorate the time that Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness 
before he began his early ministry.  Throughout the ages, Christians have used this as a time of self-denial 
to train their bodies, minds, and spirits in Godliness.  Here are a few suggestions on how we might do 
that. 

WE CAN GIVE UP OUR TIME.  We can give up our free time to spend more time with Jesus, in His words or 
serving others.  Did you know that the same word used for worship also means “to serve?” So, by serving 
others we are giving our true worship to God.  We can also spend our free time in prayer with and for oth-
ers. 

WE CAN GIVE UP CONTROL OF OUR WORDS.  This can be extremely hard because we have to admit it, 
we do love to tell others our opinions and give advice.  We can change our focus, listen intently or ask 
questions before we speak. 

WE CAN GIVE UP FEELINGS OF RESENTMENT.  It may be true that no one appreciates us in the way they 
should, but no matter how difficult our day is, our burdens are nothing compared to what Jesus did for us. 

WE CAN GIVE UP A HABIT. Sometimes anger, bad attitudes, gossip, or judgmental spirits keep us from be-
ing as effective as we could be in ministry. 

For Lent, ask the Lord to be your personal trainer, to show you what is keeping you from being the spiritu-
al athlete he wants you to be.  Age, abilities, don’t matter; obedience does.  Listen to his voice; and prac-
tice the spiritual training you find in the Bible.  Use Lent to become more effective is serving Jesus.  
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Chapel Hill UMC Sodus, MI 

Staff  
&  

Contact Information 
 
Phone: (269) 927-3454 
 
Pastors’ Cell:  

Everett  269 806-2816 
Patti  269 806-2814 

 
E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net 
 
Pastors’ email:  

Everett  everett.harpole@gmail.com 
Patti  patti.harpole@gmail.com 

 
Websites:  
http://www.chapelhillmethodist.org/ 
           www.chapelhill-craftshow.org 
 
Facebook:   
    Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
 

    Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m. 
Adult Sunday Study:  9:15 a.m. 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship 

 
 

Pastors 
Everett Harpole 

Patti Harpole 
 

Mollie Logan 
Secretary 

 
  Linda Calahan 

Director of Music 
 

Beth Bush 
Director of Handbell Choir 

HELPFUL SERVICE NUMBERS 

Social Security:         1-877-405-5457 

Medicare Questions:       1-800-633-4227 

Medicaid Hotline:       1-800-642-3195 

United Way’s “First Call for Help”:     1-800-310-5454 

Legal Aid of Western Michigan  

                                1-888-783-8191 or 1-888-418-1311  

Region IV Area Agency on Aging:    1-800-654-2810 

Veteran’s Assistance & Info:     1-800-827-1000 

Michigan Ombudsman:     1-866-485-9393 

Department of Human Services:    1-269-934-2000 

To Report Abuse/Neglect:     1-855-444-3911 

To Report a Scam:      1-877-765-8388 

Meals on Wheels of SW MI Senior Nutrition Services: 

                   1-269-925-0137 or 1-855-925-0137 

Senior Employment Program   1-269-381-5648 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS 

Prayer Group— Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 

Study Group—Wednesdays at 1:30 pm “Spirituality of    
Gratitude”  

Finance Team—Thu, Feb 9th at 3:00 pm 

Scrapbooking—Fri, Feb 10th at 6:30 pm 

Recipe Round-up Potluck—Thu, Feb 16th at 5 :00 pm 

Family Fun Night—Sat, Feb 18th at 6:30 pm 

Newsletter Deadline—Wed, Feb 22nd at 11:00 am 

Men’s Breakfast—Sat, Feb 25th at 8:30 am 

Ad Council—Tue, Feb 28th at 7:00 pm 

 

http://www.chapelhill-craftshow.org
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Special dates 

• African-American History Month 

• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2023 

• Transfiguration Sunday, February 19, 2023 

• Presidents Day, February 20, 2023 

• Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2023 

BIRTHDAYS 
Sally Dunbar             2/3 

Paul Koehler             2/4 

Christopher Oehler Sr    2/4 

Luke Bennett             2/5 

Louisa Bahus             2/7 

Brian Harner             2/11 

Joe Lambrecht            2/12 

Hunter Hall              2/15 

Jim Priebe               2/17 

Wendy Harris             2/18 

Dave Dustin              2/22 

Miguel Vela              2/22 

Mariella Vincent-Vela    2/22 

Rinehart Bennett         2/24 

Sandie Pullins           2/24 

Taylor Dustin-Williamson 2/25 

Sandy Harner             2/26 

Isabella Harris          2/27 

Barb Brady               2/28 

ANNIVERSARIES 

  
Marriage 

Date 
Years 

Married 

Frank & Maureen Paulin Sr.                2/2 49 

Terry & Deborah Priebe                    2/14 37 

Michael & Nina Borr                       2/27 21 
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LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

This  month’s (January 8th)  Loose Change 
Offering will go to support the Senior Nutri-
tion Services. 

 

Berrien County February Events 

Feb 3-5   Ice Fest, St Joseph 

 

Feb 11   Family Day at Krasl Art Ctr, 

   St Joseph 

 

Feb 18   Krasl Art Center, St Joseph 

   The Lab Exhibition: “Sasha                   

   Stiles” 

 

 

 
DID YOU MISS A SUNDAY WORSHIP? 

 
You can view the worship services on   

Facebook and on the Website 
 

Facebook:   
Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 

 
Website: 

www.chapelhillmethodist.org 

Christian symbol 

 

 

ECCE AGNUS DEI — Latin for “Behold, the 
Lamb of God,” this is the phrase John the Bap-
tist uses twice to point out Jesus to others (John 
1:29, 36). It marks Jesus’ Epiphany 
(manifestation, revelation) as the Anointed One 
(Christ, Messiah). 

MARKED BY LOVE 

 

 

Through the centuries [people] have displayed 
many different symbols to show that they are 
Christians. They have worn crosses in the la-
pels of their coats, hung chains about their 
necks, even had special haircuts. Of course, 
there is nothing intrinsically wrong with any of 
this, if one feels it is [one’s] calling. But there is 
a much better sign, a universal mark that is to 
last through all the ages of the church until 
Jesus comes back. … 

Love — and the unity it attests to — is the 
mark Christ gave Christians to wear before the 
world. Only with this mark may the world 
know that Christians are indeed Christians and 
that Jesus was sent by the Father. 

—Francis Schaeffer 

A DAILY PRAYER 

 

Since God will be my end 
Let him be my beginning, 
So that I may now fully live 
Instead of falling, straying, sinning. 

—Angelus Silesius 
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Family Cares & Concerns 

KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS:  

Louise King, Amy Oviatt; Greg & Diane Rhodes 
on the passing of Greg’s father; Joe & Sandi 
Young; Ross Skibbe; Joyce Strunk; Delores Ro-
galski; Elva & Vern Fisher; Steve Dibble (Amy 
Berget’s Uncle); Roberta Faher; Ed McKenzie; 
Dick & Phyllis Dowsett; Mary Betz; Jean 
Rakauski; Carol Rankin; Calvin & Margaret 
Prillwitz; Lily Mullen; Barb Johns; Al Corzine; 
Morrie & Helen Vandenberg; Ruth Shuler; Na-
than Lambrecht;  Myron & Maudy Williams; Jim 
& Gloria Dibbet;  Michelle Dibbet; Louise 
Grosse;  Elizabeth Sapp; Liz Burkhard;  Betty 
Arnt; Don & Norma Goldner; Graydon Pope; 
Beth & Mike DeCoursey; Bill Teichman; Charlie 
Cantrell and Family; Dave & Sharon Henderson; 
Bonnie Saurbier; The people of Ukraine; Hands 
Up Ministry; Those struggling with Hurricane 
Ian’s aftermath; United States Military and 
their families; The United Methodist Church; 
Our Government; victims of violence; individu-
als and families of those with addictions; peo-
ple with special needs and those with mental 
health issues and their families. 

Amazing love 

 

If there is one subject more than another upon 
which I wish ever to speak, it is the love of 
Christ; but if there is one which quite baffles me, 
and makes me go back from this platform utter-
ly ashamed of my poor feeble words, and of the 
tongue which has uttered them, it is this subject. 
This love of Christ is the most amazing thing un-
der heaven, if not in heaven itself. 

—Charles Spurgeon 
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General Conference Prayer Time 
  
Between 7:00 and 8:00 PM each Sunday, 
let’s drop whatever else we’re doing and 
pray for the United Methodist Church. In 
particular, let’s pray for preparations for the 
meeting of General Conference, 2024. Some 
big decisions are on their docket, which will 
mean some big decisions for all United 
Methodists. 
 
 
For the month of February, focus your 

prayer time on the whole church of 

Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Needlework Club 
(Adults) 

Tuesdays, 1-3 pm  
Library Community Room 

 
Book Club 

Tuesday, January 10, 3:00 pm 
 

Story Time 
Wednesdays at 10:30 am 

 
 
 

CHAPEL HILL LIBRARY & MISSION CRY 

There are many books in the Chapel Hill Li-
brary.  Some have been placed on the rack out-
side the library.  On the table outside the li-
brary there is a complete list of the books on 
the rack.  Feel free to take some.  Keep them 
if they are meaningful to you, or return to rack 
for others to read. 

Mission Cry in Fowlerville, MI, which distributes 
Bibles, non-fiction and fiction Christian books 
world wide.  We donated 312 pounds of books 
to Mission Cry.   

Feel free to donate Bibles and Christian Books 
to Mission Cry.  There is a box under the able, 
outside of the library for your donations. Send 
questions to Barb or Bill Brady.  

SUPER BOOKS 

Super Books are available .  Con-
tact the church office or Sandy 
Keith.  (A percentage goes back to 
the church).  

 
 

 

LENTEN SIGNALS 

 

 

Why should we observe Lent? This 40-day sea-
son of repentance and reflection that begins 
on Ash Wednesday has three important pur-
poses. Lent helps us STOP, LOOK and LISTEN. 

We observe Lent because it tells us to STOP 
and rest awhile — and to stop sinning. Lent 
tells us to LOOK inward for an honest self-
examination, to look upward to see the cross 
of Jesus with healing and love, and to look for-
ward to the hope of the Resurrection. And we 
observe Lent because it tells us to LISTEN — to 
the voice of God, the words of Christ and the 
movement of the Holy Spirit. 

STOP, LOOK and LISTEN! These commands 
that are so crucial for travel safety are also im-
portant for our journey through Lent. 

(Ash Wednesday, February 22nd) 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

Greeters: greet all those entering into the church 
on Sunday mornings. 

Liturgists:  assist in the worship service by read-
ing scripture, Greeting, Call to Worship,  and an-
nouncements. 

Special Music:  share your musical talents with 
the congregation as a soloist or member of the 
Handbell Choir and/or Vocal Choir. 

Lay Leader:  serve as a lay leader, assisting the 
pastors with meetings, liaison between the con-
gregation and Charge Conference, etc. 

Coffee Hour:  provide cookies/treats for the fel-
lowship after worship and/or host the coffee hour.   

Sign-up sheets are available on the table in the 
fellowship hall and designated areas. 

Electronic Giving Available 

Giving to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
can be done by cash, check or now electroni-
cally through your computer, iPad or smart 
phone, anytime and anywhere you have an in-
ternet connection. Electronic Giving (E-Giving) 
allows you to give one time or set-up a stand-
ard amount on a frequency that is convenient 
for your situation. E-Giving provides you with 
an electronic check and credit card options 
and our service provider, Vanco, provides a 
safe and secure platform servicing over 20,000 
organizations with their platform.   

“Vanco Mobile” App which is now available in 
your App Store for download. To use the App 
for E-Giving, identify our church as “Sodus 
Chapel Hill.”  You can login to the App by using 
your “Give Plus” User ID and Password. Any in-
formation for recurring giving that you current-
ly have set up will automatically transfer from 
“Give Plus” to “Vanco Mobile.”  If you have 
any problems with the new mobile app, please 
contact the Church Office at 269 927-3454. 

 

For those wishing to send support to Ukraine 
we have added UMCOR (Ukraine) to Van-
co.  You can donate to UMCOR on our web-
site:  www.chapelhillmethodist.org or by 
check to the church with Ukraine in the 
memo. 

RECIPE ROUND-UP  

COOKBOOK UP-DATE 

 
Currently we have the following  number of recipes: 

 
3 quick breads 

5 meats 
4 pickles/relishes 

1 sauce 
2 sandwiches 

2 sides 

7 soup/stews 
11 appetizers 

16 cakes 
8 candy/cookies 

22 desserts (11 are sugar free) 
18 main dish/casseroles 

13 salads 

9 vegetables 
 
We could use some for Keto and gluten free. 
 
 
NEXT RECIPE ROUND-UP POTLUCK 
Thursday, February 16th at 5 pm 
 

To all choirs, starting January 25 thru Febru-
ary 28 there will be no practice sessions.   We 
will resume all choirs on Wednesday, March 1, 
2023. 

It is my hope and prayer, more of our church 
members would be able to give of their tal-
ents to the Lord.  Returning back to a full 3 oc-
tave bell choir would be a marvelous bless-
ing.  We need your voices too! 

Linda Calahan 

  

http://www.chapelhillmethodist.org/
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Men’s Breakfast  

A few men from Chapel Hill UMC have shown inter-
est in getting together again for a Men’s Breakfast. 
We also have some from outside the church who 
would like us to do this again. The office will get a 
sign up sheet for those that are interested. Do you 
want to cook breakfast here at the church or would 
you prefer a potluck. We could do a Men’s Recipe 
Round-Up. There is always a need for recipes from 
the guys for the church cookbook. The date we 
placed on the calendar for this event is Saturday, 
February 25th at 8:30AM.  

 

Ash Wednesday  

This year for the beginning of Lent, which falls on 
the 22nd of February, we ask that you come to Chap-
el Hill UMC to participate in a prayer journey. There 
will be a few stations set up for prayer around the 
church at 8AM, Noon and 6PM. After you go through 
the stations, you can come forward for the imposi-
tion of ashes and then communion in remembrance 
of Christ. We want to set aside a time to begin the 
40 Day Journey through Lent as Christ walked in the 
wilderness.  

Cabin Fever Family Fun Night  

Well, the snow has now come at last! We 
celebrate the brief hiatus from hiberna-
tion, but by the time you read this news-
letter, we are sure you will agree that 
you might be very tired of being shut-in 
because of snowy roads. We have 
planned a night of fun. Bring a snack and 
if you have a favorite card or board game 
bring it too. If you need a ride to the 
church, please let the office know so we 
can arrange one – we will have someone 
swing by to pick you up. Please bring the 
whole family including grandkids. Pastor 
Patti will have something ready for the 
kiddies to have fun along with the adults. 
Put this important date on your calendar 
Saturday, February 18th at 6:30PM.  
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Church Office Hours 

 
Tuesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Wednesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 
Hours vary on Holidays 

Staff Education & Vacations 

 
In case of emergency when the office is closed, please try one of 
the pastors’ cell numbers or leave a voicemail and we will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 

CHAPEL HILL UMC 
4071 Naomi Rd, Sodus, MI 49126 

 
Phone: (269) 927-3454 
 
Pastor’s Cell: Everett’s 269 806-2816 
 
                      Patti’s 269 806-2814 
 
E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net 
 
Pastor’s email: everett.harpole@gmail.com 
 
                        patti.harpole@gmail.com 
 
Websites:  
www.chapelhillmethodist.org/ 
 
 www.chapelhill-craftshow.org 
 

 
Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School:  9:00 a.m. 
Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
 

Everett Harpole, Pastor 
Patti Harpole, Pastor 

http://www.chapelhill-craftshow.org

