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2022 

Mark 7:25b-30:  25 … a woman whose little daughter was pos-
sessed by an impure spirit came and fell at his feet. 26 The wom-
an was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to 
drive the demon out of her daughter. 
27 “First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is 
not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 
28 “Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.” 
29 Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon 
has left your daughter.” 

30 She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
 
The Syrophoenician woman didn’t know much about the God of Israel, the prophesies fulfilled by Jesus, or 
Jewish law, but when her daughter was possessed by a demon, she boldly approached Jesus anyway.  She 
came to Him for help, not because of who she was, or what she felt she deserved, but because of who Jesus 
was, and what she knew His power could accomplish.  We sometimes hear Jesus’ statement about giving the 
children’s bread to the dogs as an offensive statement, out of character for Jesus.  However, the woman  did-
n’t get offended at Jesus’ dog reference.  She figured there were worse things she could have been called.  Do 
you remember the “brood of vipers,” for instance? And that name was used for Jewish leaders whose de-
ceitfulness had become dangerous to others. 
 
The woman humbled herself, accepting that Jesus was sent to the Jewish people first, but foreshadowing that 
the gift of Christ would also be shared with the rest of the world. 
 
As we think of the new year and our need for new beginnings, forgiveness, healing, etc. we would be better 
off if we did the same as the Syrophoenician woman. How much more might we experience God’s presence 
and help if we boldly ask for what we need, trusting that God will give what is best, not because of who we 
are but because of who God is? When God’s answer to our requests is, “not yet” or, “I have something differ-
ent in mind,” humility and cooperation can grow our faith and trust in God, strengthen us in times of trouble, 
and lead us in healthier directions going forward. 
 
Maybe this year, the only resolution we need is to approach God with boldness and humility, ready to trust 
more every day that God is with us and God is for us simply because He is. 
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Brenda 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Prayer Group—Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 

Bell Practice—Thursdays at 6:30 pm 

Choir Practice—Thursdays at 7:30 pm 

Trustee Team—Monday, Jan 17th at 7:00 pm 

Finance Team—Thursday, Jan 13th at 3:00 pm 

Scrapbooking—Friday, Jan 14th at 6:30 pm 

Messy Church—Sunday, Jan 16th at 4:00 pm 

Bible Study—Wednesday, Jan 19th at 7:00 pm 

Ad Council—Tuesday, Jan 25th 7:00 pm 

Bible Study—Wednesday, Jan 26th @ 7:00 pm 

Newsletter Deadline—Tuesday. Jan 25th  at 9 am 

BETHLEHEM OR BUST!!!  

Let's go to Bethlehem for Christmas virtually 

  Each chapter read in the Bible counts 
as one mile.  Turn in your name and 
chapters read in designated container at 
church, or by phone or e-mail at church 
office.    As of 12/28/21 we have trav-
eled 5843 miles from Sodus. 291 miles 
till we get to Jerusalem, Israel. 

We are 95% of the way there.  We only 
have 298 miles till we get to Bethlehem! 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

This  month’s (January 9th)  Loose 
Change Offering will go to support the 
Senior Nutrition Services. 

HELPFUL SERVICE NUMBERS 

Social Security:         1-877-405-5457 

Medicare Questions:       1-800-633-4227 

Medicaid Hotline:       1-800-642-3195 

United Way’s “First Call for Help”:     1-800-310-5454 

Legal Aid of Western Michigan  

                                1-888-783-8191 or 1-888-418-1311

  

Region IV Area Agency on Aging:    1-800-654-2810 

Veteran’s Assistance & Info:     1-800-827-1000

  

Michigan Ombudsman:     1-866-485-9393 

Department of Human Services:    1-269-934-2000 

To Report Abuse/Neglect:     1-855-444-3911 

To Report a Scam:      1-877-765-8388 

Meals on Wheels of SW MI Senior Nutrition Services: 

                   1-269-925-0137 or 1-855-925-0137 

 

1/2 Off Sale 

SUPERBOOKS  

Only $20 

See Sandy Keath  
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PARSONAGE SEPTIC SYSTEM 

The parsonage needs a new septic 
system.  Anyone wishing to make a 
donation, please indicate it’s for the 
building fund. 

Sunday Fun Day for January 
 
 
Jan  2  Fruitcake Toss Day  or   
  Festival of Sleep Day 
 
Jan  9  Cut Your Energy Costs Day 
 
Jan  16  Benjamin Franklin Day or 
  Kid Inventors’ Day or 
  Ditch New Year’s Resolution Day 
 
Jan  23  Macintosh Computer Day 
 
Jan  30  Backwards Day 

  

January Birthdays 

  

Isaac Weir 1/1 

Linda Calahan 1/2 

Judy Walter 1/5 

Charles Cantrell 1/6 

Deb Harris 1/7 

Madison Scott 1/7 

Addy Grootendorst 1/8 

Zachary Harner 1/8 

Calvin Prillwitz 1/8 

Virginia Velez 1/11 

Amy Berget 1/14 

Linda Carroll 1/14 

Ilene Fox 1/18 

Margaret Prillwitz 1/20 

Andres Velez 1/21 

Joyce Zerbe 1/22 

Ed McKenzie 1/26 

Cyndi Smith 1/27 

Debbie McCartney 1/30 

Gunnar Ratliff 1/30 

Ryan Ratliff 1/30 
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Electronic Giving Available 

Giving to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
can be done by cash, check or now electroni-
cally through your computer, iPad or smart 
phone, anytime and anywhere you have an in-
ternet connection. Electronic Giving (E-Giving) 
allows you to give one time or set-up a stand-
ard amount on a frequency that is convenient 
for your situation. E-Giving provides you with 
an electronic check and credit card options 
and our service provider, Vanco, provides a 
safe and secure platform servicing over 20,000 
organizations with their platform.   

“Vanco Mobile” App which is now available in 
your App Store for download. To use the App 
for E-Giving, identify our church as “Sodus 
Chapel Hill.”  You can login to the App by using 
your “Give Plus” User ID and Password. Any in-
formation for recurring giving that you current-
ly have set up will automatically transfer from 
“Give Plus” to “Vanco Mobile.”  If you have 
any problems with the new mobile app, please 
contact the Church Office at 269 927-3454. 

General Conference Prayer Time 
  
Between 7:00 and 8:00 PM each Sunday, 
let’s drop whatever else we’re doing and 
pray for the United Methodist Church. In 
particular, let’s pray for preparations for the 
meeting of General Conference, August 26 
thru September 6, 2022. Some big decisions 
are on their docket, which will mean some 
big decisions for all United Methodists. 
 
 
Focus your prayers on Pray that church 

leaders will be faithful in doing God’s will as the 

church decides on the new direction.  

 
Messy Church 

Sunday, January 23rd 
4:00 pm  

At the Church 
For all ages. 

Special dates of the Christian Calendar 
• New Year’s Day, January 1, 2022 

• Epiphany, January 6, 2022 

• Baptism of the Lord, January 9, 2022 

• Religious Freedom Day, January 16, 2022 

• Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 17, 2022 

• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 
 18-25, 2022 

  

Biblical resolutions 
 
Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14 
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 
Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians 

5:17-18) 
Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 

 
Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 

6:10) 
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

 
Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6) 
Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 
Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 
Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-

16) 
—Gus Nichols (adapted) 

BIBLE STUDY 

Pastor Brenda will be holding a Bible Study 
based on the TV series “The Chosen”.  She will 
use the book “The Chosen: An Interactive Bible 
Study (Season 1): What Does it Mean to be Cho-
sen?”  By Douglas Huffman, Dallas & Amanda 
Jenkins.  A sign-up sheet is available  at the 
back of  the sanctuary. Make sure you indicate 
if you’d like Pastor Brenda to order your book 
by January 2nd.   

When:   Wednesday evenings,  

    beginning January 19th  

 Time:    6:00 pm to watch an episode 

    7:00 pm study begins 
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Berrien County January Events 

Jan 1-2   Lights Festival a Fernwood 

   Botanical Garden, Niles 

 

Jan 7 3:00 pm  IPAWS  Test  

 

Jan 8   Family Day at Krasl Art Ctr 

   St Joseph 

 

Jan  14-16  Hunter Ice Festival, Niles 

 

Jan 20   Third Thursday Art Event  

   Krasl Art Center, St Joseph 

 

Jan 24   Winter classes begin  Krasl Art 

   Ctr, St. Joseph 

    

Jan 24   Krasl Art Ctr Main Gallery CLOSED 

   Temporarily 

 

Jan 29   Valentines for Veterans at  

   Buchanan Art Ctr, Buchanan 

 

Jan 30   St Joe Winter Beer Fest, St Joseph 

 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, heavenly King, thank 
you for bringing both Jews and Gentiles to 
hear your voice. Enable us to follow your ho-
ly Word, as those from the East followed the 
leading of a star. Give us grace to confess 
your holy name. Rule us by your Spirit, so 
that the joys of your birth may increase in 
us. Hear our prayers and cries. Accept our 
offerings, which you yourself have given us: 
the gold of our faith, the incense of our 
prayers, and the myrrh of our contrite 
hearts. Deliver us from the destructive ways 
of sin, and lead us in the ways of peace and 
in the paths of righteousness. Grant us all, 
when this life is done, a participation in the 
joys of the Year of Jubilee in heaven, where 
we shall praise and serve you and the Father 
who live and reign in unity with the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

—Wilhelm Loeh (adapted) 
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From the Trustees: 

Thank you for your donations to the Building 
Fund.  Last year we replaced the gutters on the 
parsonage and installed new gutters on the fel-
lowship hall.  We upgraded the audio/visual com-
puter equipment as well.   
 
The parsonage is needing a new septic system, so 
that looks like the first project for 2022. 
 
Thank you very much for all the Building Fund do-
nations. 

From the Blue Star Mothers Chapter#117: 
 
With your help 102 service members are each re-
ceiving a Christmas care package filled with love, 
support, a little bit of home and lots of Holiday 
Cheer! 
 
Every year for the past 17 years, the Blue Star 
Mothers of America Chapter #177 has hosted a 
Christmas Open House for our troops.  But for the 
past two years, due to the coronavirus, we were 
unable to do this.  Instead a few Blue Star Moth-
ers came together and packed up boxes filled 
with Christmas stockings of candy, cookies, nuts, 
gum, toiletries, devotionals, and very special 
handmade cards and letters created by students 
from local area schools.  We also  prepared and 
filled 25 additional boxes for our homeless veter-
ans at the VA Clinic in Benton Harbor.  The total 
cost of postage and items purchased totaled 
$3,121.21.  Since 2002, we have sent out 7,081 
care packages and spent $140,693.64 on postage. 
 
We also want you to know that our chapter re-
members our service men and women with care 
packages for Valentine’s Day, Easter and in July! 
 
A special thanks goes out to the American Legions 
and many area churches that placed donation 
boxes at their doors. 
 
During this very difficult time, we want to thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts for your kind 
and generous donations?  There are no words to 
express our deep appreciation of your aid to our 
mission of supporting our veterans and troops.  
We could never have done this without your help! 
 
(On behalf of the Blue Star Mothers, our Veter-
ans, and all our troops serving we want to thank 
you for your very kind and generous donations of 
$800!  We appreciate you giving us a home and 
your support!  Thank you for remembering our 
troops and veterans through out the year!) 

SHEMMYS  FISH  FRY 

at 

Arden United Methodist Church 

6891 M 139 

Berrien Springs, MI 49103 

 

FRIDAY, January 14th 

4:30-7:30 pm 

Dine In or Carry Out 

Be of good cheer 

 

Near the end of every January, stories circulate 
about “Blue Monday,” supposedly the year’s 
most depressing day. Factors include broken 
New Year’s resolutions, Christmas debts and 
cold weather. But this phenomenon actually 
originated as a PR gimmick. U.K. marketers in-
vented Blue Monday as “the best day to book a 
summer holiday,” and a psychologist they enlist-
ed to help later admitted the saddest-seeming 
day became a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

January may lack the excitement of December, 
but it doesn’t have to be a letdown. Christmas is 
over, but Jesus isn’t! No matter the season of the 
year or our season of life, Christians always have 
reason for joy: God’s promises of forgiveness 
and eternal victory. As Jesus says in John 16:33, 
“In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world” (KJV). 
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Church Office Hours 

 
Tuesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Wednesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 
Hours vary on Holidays 

Staff Education & Vacations 

 
In case of emergency when the office is closed, please try the 
parsonage (925-4528) 

CHAPEL HILL UMC 

 
Phone: (269) 927-3454 

Parsonage: (269) 925-4528 

Pastor’s Cell: (231) 631-1055 

E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net 

Pastor’s email: begordon68@hotmail.com 

Websites:  

www.chapelhillmethodist.org/ 

 www.chapelhill-craftshow.org 

 
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m. 

Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship 

http://www.chapelhill-craftshow.org

