JULY 2020
1 Corinthians 8:9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling block
to the weak.
July brings an opportunity to celebrate our freedom as Americans and remember those who helped the
earliest Americans gain independence. Many of the fireworks displays we traditionally enjoy have been
canceled due to health concerns, but we can still celebrate and give thanks for the freedoms we have by
thanking military personnel and veterans, and by using our rights and freedoms for the good of others.
The letter to the Corinthian church reminds us of some of the freedom people gain in Christ, stressing
that life in Christ isn’t about our financial or religious status, our job, our race or our gender.
Whether we are talking about the rights we have according to the laws of the United States or the freedom we have in Jesus, it’s important to focus on more than our individual rights.
Both our democracy and Christianity, when practiced with justice and mercy, express care not only about
our own rights and the rights of individuals, but also about liberty and justice for all our neighbors.
The Declaration of Independence says, "All men are created equal”. The Bible says, “There is neither Jew
nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus
(Galatians 3:28).” No one, by race, gender, etc. is to be considered better or worse than others. The law is
meant to apply equally to all, and God’s grace applies to all.
The fight for justice, freedom, and equality within certain groups has been at the forefront of our news
for the past several weeks. Some feel deprived of certain rights under the orders proclaiming to keep us
safe and healthy. Others feel oppressed by race issues.
Time and commitment on the part of everyone will be needed before all people experience freedom, justice, and equal treatment. Consider spending a little extra time this month asking God what part you can
play in God’s work of transformation, and then do your part with God’s guidance so all Gods children can
truly celebrate Independence Day.

Blessings,
Pastor Brenda

The Fourth of July—also known as Independence Day or July 4th—has been a federal holiday in the United States since 1941,
but the tradition of Independence Day celebrations goes back to the 18th century and the American Revolution. On July 2nd,
1776, the Continental Congress voted in favor of independence, and two days later delegates from the 13 colonies adopted
the Declaration of Independence, a historic document drafted by Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to the present day, July 4th
has been celebrated as the birth of American independence, with festivities ranging from fireworks, parades and concerts to
more casual family gatherings and barbecues. The Fourth of July 2020 is on Saturday, July 4, 2020.

A History of Independence Day

When the initial battles in the Revolutionary War broke out in April 1775, few colonists desired
complete independence from Great Britain, and those who did were considered radical.
By the middle of the following year, however, many more colonists had come to favor independence, thanks to growing hostility against Britain and the spread of revolutionary sentiments such
as those expressed in the bestselling pamphlet “Common Sense,” published by Thomas Paine in
early 1776.On June 7, when the Continental Congress met at the Pennsylvania State House
(later Independence Hall) in Philadelphia, the Virginia delegate Richard Henry Lee introduced a
motion calling for the colonies’ independence.
Amid heated debate, Congress postponed the vote on Lee ’s resolution, but appointed a five-man
committee—including Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, John Adams of Massachusetts, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania and Robert R. Livingston of New York—
to draft a formal statement justifying the break with Great Britain.
Did you know? John Adams believed that July 2nd was the correct date on which to celebrate the birth
of American independence, and would reportedly turn down invitations to appear at July 4th events in
protest. Adams and Thomas Jefferson both died on July 4, 1826—the 50th anniversary of the adoption of
the Declaration of Independence.
On July 2nd, the Continental Congress voted in favor of Lee ’s resolution for independence in a
near-unanimous vote (the New York delegation abstained, but later voted affirmatively). On that
day, John Adams wrote to his wife Abigail that July 2 “will be celebrated, by succeeding Generations, as the great anniversary Festival” and that the celebration should include “Pomp and Parade…Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from one End of this Continent to
the other.”
On July 4th, the Continental Congress formally adopted the Declaration of Independence, which
had been written largely by Jefferson. Though the vote for actual independence took place on
July 2nd, from then on the 4th became the day that was celebrated as the birth of American independence.

Early Fourth of July Celebrations

In the pre-Revolutionary years, colonists had held annual celebrations of the king ’s birthday,
which traditionally included the ringing of bells, bonfires, processions and speechmaking. By
contrast, during the summer of 1776 some colonists celebrated the birth of independence by
holding mock funerals for King George III as a way of symbolizing the end of the monarchy’s
hold on America and the triumph of liberty.
Festivities including concerts, bonfires, parades and the firing of cannons and muskets usually
accompanied the first public readings of the Declaration of Independence, beginning immediately after its adoption. Philadelphia held the first annual commemoration of independence on July
4, 1777, while Congress was still occupied with the ongoing war. George Washington issued
double rations of rum to all his soldiers to mark the anniversary of independence in 1778, and in
1781, several months before the key American victory at the Battle of Yorktown, Massachusetts
became the first state to make July 4th an official state holiday.

After the Revolutionary War, Americans continued to commemorate Independence Day every year, in celebrations that
allowed the new nation’s emerging political leaders to address citizens and create a feeling of unity. By the last decade
of the 18th century, the two major political parties—the Federalist Party and Democratic-Republicans—that had arisen
began holding separate Fourth of July celebrations in many large cities.

Fourth of July Fireworks

The first fireworks were used as early as 200 BC. The tradition of setting off fireworks on the 4 of
July began in Philadelphia on July 4, 1777, during the first organized celebration of Independence Day. Ship’s cannon fired a 13-gun salute in honor of the 13 colonies. The Pennsylvania
Evening Post reported: “at night there was a grand exhibition of fireworks (which began and concluded with thirteen rockets) on the Commons, and the city was beautifully illuminated. ” That
same night, the Sons of Liberty set off fireworks over Boston Common.

Fourth of July Becomes a Federal Holiday

The tradition of patriotic celebration became even more widespread after the War of 1812, in
which the United States again faced Great Britain. In 1870, the U.S. Congress made July 4th a
federal holiday; in 1941, the provision was expanded to grant a paid holiday to all federal employees.
Over the years, the political importance of the holiday would decline, but Independence Day remained an important national holiday and a symbol of patriotism. Falling in mid -summer, the
Fourth of July has since the late 19th century become a major focus of leisure activities and a
common occasion for family get-togethers, often involving fireworks and outdoor barbecues. The
most common symbol of the holiday is the American flag, and a common musical accompaniment
is “The Star-Spangled Banner,” the national anthem of the United States.

Things to Write on Jenga Blocks
The activities you choose for each block
are completely up to you but our faves include;
Exercises: plank, balance on one leg,
wall squat, high knee run (each for 1
minute), 5/10/15 star jumps, push ups,
sit ups, twirls, squats, burpees, lunges
 Physical actions: handstands, cartwheels,


Parents here is a great resource page to help keep your child
activehttps://childhood101.com/managing-big-emotions-bestresources-to-use-with-kids/



Common yoga poses such as tree
pose, cobra pose, butterfly pose,
mountain pose, cat pose and dog pose
 Thumb wrestle challenge with another
player
 Simple songs or nursery rhymes to
perform
 Tickle tag – when someone chooses
the tickle tag block, everyone must get
up and run away so not to be tickled!
You can also add;


Parents, Grandparents & Kids
Here are a few sites that will
take you to great resources.
Explore the possibilities of
where your mind can take you
and explore God’s plan and purpose for your life.
You can personalize your book
and learn so much!!!!
https://www.iseeme.com/

https://www.christianbook.com/

somersaults
Fun ways of moving across the room or
around the table, such as crab walk, frog
jump, duck waddle,

A bit of drama – for example, act like a
cat or fly like a bird
 Miming challenges, such as mime a
nursery rhyme for other players to
guess
 Dances crazes such as Vogue, The
Locomotion, Time Warp, Dab, the
Twist, YMCA, Macarena, Gangham
Style or Walk Like an Egyptian!
 Math challenges, for example, count to
100 by 5s


How to Make Slime with Baking Soda and Glue
You can learn how to make slime with glue and baking soda easily. There are only three
ingredients in this simple baking soda slime recipe.
 1 4-6 oz bottle of white liquid all-purpose glue or washable school glue


1/2 teaspoon Arm & Hammer baking soda



1½ tablespoon buffered or multipurpose contact lens solution



Optional: few drops of liquid food coloring to give your slime color



Optional: Add 2 tbsp up to 1/2 cup warm water to make your slime stretchier and oozier.

Pour the glue into a bowl. In a separate small bowl or measuring cup, add the baking soda,
contact lens solution and food coloring, if you are using it. Combine the baking soda solution with the glue and mix with a spoon or with your hands. The slime will be quite sticky
at first, but will get less so with additional kneading. Adjust the texture to your preference
by adding a pinch more baking soda for firmer slime and a bit more water for oozier slime.

How to Make Slime with Glitter Glue and Baking Soda
Making slime with glitter glue and baking soda is easy if you’re already familiar with the basic slime recipe. Instead of using white
glue, however, use clear glue instead. You can purchase a bottle of premixed glitter glue in your choice of colors, or you can mix up
your own by adding fine glitter and food coloring to the clear glue.
Clear glue is not quite the same as white glue, so you’ll need to adjust your recipe slightly.
 4 oz. bottle of clear glue or colored glitter glue, squeezed into a bowl


3 tbsp buffered or multipurpose contact lens solution, added to glue



1 tbsp fine colored glitter (if not using premixed glitter glue)



2 tsp Arm & Hammer baking soda



1 cup hot water from the tap

Dissolve the baking soda in the hot (not boiling water) and let cool to room temperature.
After mixing up your glue and contact lens solution, slowly add the baking soda and water a little at a time, mixing thoroughly as you
go. Add until the slime is your preferred texture. Do not add the water all at once as you may not need it all. With this method, your
slime will be more transparent and, well, sparkly.

July 17th 11 am - 5 pm Located at Chapel Hill UMC ,
Please go online today to make your appointment,
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Prayer Group will be meeting every Wednesday at 1 pm
Finance meeting will be held July 9th at 7pm
SPRC Meets July 21 at 7pm
Ad. Council Meets at 7 pm July 28th

Bible Quiz

What seemingly small act did Jesus specifically say would be rewarded?
A. Giving a child a toy
B. Giving a lost traveler directions
C. Giving someone a cup of cold water
D. Giving a sad person a hug

Electronic Giving Available
Giving to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church can
be done by cash, check or
now electronically through
your computer, ipad or
smart phone, anytime and
anywhere you have an internet connection. Electronic Giving (E-Giving) allows you to give one time
or setup a standard
amount on a frequency
that is convenient for your
situation. E-Giving provides you with an electronic check and credit card
options and our service
provider, Vanco, provides a
safe and secure platform
servicing over 20,000 organizations with their platform.
To E-Give, go to:
www.chapelhillmethodist.or
g/give-online/ and follow
the prompts. There is a mobile app available in your
app store, “GivePlus”. To
use the app for E-Giving,
identify our church by our
zip code, “49126”.

Answer: C (See Matthew 10:42.)

This is a fun fact about someone in our church family. Ask around and see if you can figure out
who it is. We will give the answer and another fun fact about a different person if we have one
next month. Feel free to submit fun facts to Pastor Brenda for use in later newsletters.

WHO AM I ?
So this really happened, My high school prom date was a no show, knowing all along this may happen (a prep, hint hint, 80’s term). Two weeks
prior to the prom I was asked by my mother to please go with a very nice person that
worked with her on a part-time basis. I of course said “No way mom am I going with
someone you are setting me up with” so I didn't go to my prom. A year later during
my freshmen year of college, I met with my sister and friends at an Irish pub in
town. My sister introduced me to someone and we hit it off, there was a connection.
I married this person and after three years of military life and hardships in the marriage we divorced .Three more years pass, I go on maybe two dates and both were
no fun, I just was not interested in dating. Fast forward three years, my brother
called me and said “ hey sis can I stop by”, I said sure. He arrived and I asked him
what’s up? He said “ Your going out tonight and your date will be here at 7 o clock”,
I said “Hum No!, he said “Hum Yes, so get ready”, first blind date I ever went on. I
did get my brother to tell me the person’s name and that also this person attended
my high school. I franticly tried to find my high school yearbook to look up the picture and shoot couldn’t find it anywhere. I never met this person, our graduate class
had 732 seniors. This person was like a fly on the wall to me. I received a phone call
from my date and we discussed going to an Italian restaurant the historic Italian Inn
and then we would be going to have a cocktail. I chose to wear a cocktail dress, he
wore Lee jeans and Polo, I had to climb up to get into a jacked up royal blue Toyota
pickup truck with KC lights, running boards, bullet hole decals in the window and
huge speakers behind the back seat.” OH NO ,what in the world I thought to myself.
I have to climb up to get into the truck, really and he is standing there ready to close
the door as a gentlemen should do, all the while I’m trying to make sure my dress is
not revealing. Well dinner went well ,very romantic, we went to a movie
(unplanned) and the truck was parked on the opposite side of the mall and those exits were closed door to it beginning after 11 pm and it starts to rain and it was pouring. He started running to the other side as I huddled under an awning, he picked me
up at the curb. He was wet , I was cold my dress was damp and I was ready to go
home. Next day my mother called she found out how my date went, she found out
thru the grapevine (aka, my brother) she asked me so who he was, I told her and she
said , That’s the boy I asked you to go with to the prom. I told you he was a nice boy,
you should have listened to me a long time ago, I knew he was a nice boy the day I
met him”! Well 3 months later and lots more dates he asked me to marry him and I
said yes. We have been married for 28 years and moved to Michigan in 1998. Till this
day I still hear those words from my Mother,” I told you so and ya know honey I am
so blessed to have him as my son in law and I am so glad you listened to your brother, family knows best”. Moral of the story folks listen to your mother and in my case
my brother, they are wise!
Did you guess who last months Who am was ? Its LaVern Glassman, what a crazy vacation .
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Happy Blessed Anniversary &
Happy Blessed Birthday to those whom may
have not been noted.

You are loved and
We will celebrate all the Birthdays
& Anniversaries in Spirit, Call ,
Or organize a drive by party.

© Denotes a child

If your special day was not listed please call the
office so we can update our records.

Chapel Hill UMC Sodus, MI
Staff
&
Contact Information
Phone: (269) 927-3454
Parsonage: (269) 925-4528
Pastor’s Cell: (231) 631-1055
E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net
Pastor’s email: begordon68@hotmail.com
Websites: http://chapelhillmethodist.org/

Creator God, keep our eyes above the
waves when the chaos overflows its
banks. Sustain us in the struggle.
Amen. #miumc #umc #DailyDevotions
Stay plugged into the word of god daily with umc daily devotions

www.chapelhill-craftshow.org
Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m.
Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Brenda Gordon
Pastor
Elizabeth Sapp
Secretary
Al Corzine
Maintenance

Sanda Krull
Nursery Attendant

Church Office Hours
Tuesday

9am- 2pm

Wednesday

9am- 2pm

Thursday

9am- 2pm

Hours vary on Holidays
Staff Education & Vacations
In case of emergency when the office is
closed, please try the parsonage
(269-925-4528)
Severe Weather Alert Warnings:

Director of Music
Dr. Ken Logan

WSBT OR WNDU for Cancellations of
Service and Events.
Cancellations occur only in
severe weather, use your best judgment
when determining if you will be traveling
to service.

