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Hope Sprouting From the Ground 

 
 Can we really hope that the world is becoming a better place? Beyond the polls that constantly ask if we think the 
country is headed in the right direction, can we see a basis for hope in the goodness of humanity? Do we face end-
less war, terrorism, horrific crimes? We must realize by now that no politician can fulfill the promise to keep us 
safe. The evil in the human heart will not go away on its own. For all of our culture, education, scientific progress, 
we seem stuck when it comes to human nature. What does the future hold for us? 
   
Two seemingly unremarkable parables 

            Let’s hear Jesus’ words in these parables. Could we find a simpler parable from Jesus than the first 
one? (Matthew 13:1-9) We might even wonder if it should count as a parable. Where do we find in this one the 
things that usually attract us to Jesus’ parables? We could poke this parable from every side and still not find any 
emotion. We find no angry workers demanding an honest wage for an honest day’s work (Matthew20:1-16) We 
find no weeping father running out to give a death-grip hug to a son returning with questionable motives. (Luke 
15:11-32) We find no cry of anguish from a bridesmaid who forgot to stop for oil.3 We don’t even find the disap-
pointment of watching a plant sprout up, only to see the thorns choke it off. (Matthew 25:1-13) 
            We find only a farmer who tosses seed on the ground. He doesn’t even seem to do it right. Jesus makes no 
mention of plowing or preparing. He just “[scatters] seed on the ground.” The seed simply grows into a plant — 
exactly what we expect a seed to do. We see no drama, no threat to the growing plant. No thorns, birds or rocks get 
in the way. We expect a storyteller to weave a tale about how a storm threatened the crop, but it survived. Yet, Je-
sus gives us only a parable about a man who plants seeds that grow into plants. We even tell a joke about boring 
things that sounds like this parable: “That’s about as exciting as watching grass grow.” (Matthew 13:1-9) 
            We don’t get much more from the second parable, but at least we have a twist. A tiny mustard seed grows 
into a tree that shelters the birds. We can see the contrast and find inspiration. Great things can start small. We en-
joy those kinds of stories: unpromising beginnings that flourish in the long run. Even this parable comes with a 
wink. No one would confuse a mustard tree with an oak. Mustard trees might reach 10 feet, but they usually don’t. 
Jesus’ audience would know better. They might have heard a maxim: “Don’t judge a tree by its height.” (Ezekiel 
17:1-24) 
            So, we have two parables that might flunk a story-telling contest. Seeds grow into crops, and a mustard 
seed produces a mustard tree. Ho hum. 
 
So, we have two parables that might flunk a story-telling contest. Seeds grow into crops, and a mustard seed pro-
duces a mustard tree. Ho hum. 
 
Cont’d on next page 
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Hope Sprouting From the Ground  (continued) 
 

  
Yet, genuine hope 
            Despite the seemingly unremarkable nature of these parables, though, we can find genuine hope here. 
“Someone” scatters seed on the ground. Someone who doesn’t know much about farming. Someone who doesn’t 
do the kind of preparation we might expect. But over time, he watches it grow into crops. “Someone” acts a bit like 
the church. We scatter our ministry on the ground. We don’t always know what we are doing. We don’t always put 
as much work into it as we might. We don’t know how God will use our ministries. We can’t force anything to hap-
pen, but we find promise in the parable that despite the shortcomings of “someone,” the seeds still produce a crop. 
            Even in the promise, we might find frustration, however. No one can eat the crop until it has fully grown. 
We know the potential of the crop, but we can’t eat it until it ripens. In the parable, the farmer sees the growth, rec-
ognizes the stages of the development of the plant, but has to wait for the harvest. If we are starving now, we still 
have to wait. 
            We see in the fullness of the harvest the promise of God’s new creation. The church plants the seeds of 
grace from the ministry of Christ. Christ started something new. Jesus’ death and resurrection became the seed that 
the church plants into the world. We cannot control the growth or speed up the harvest. Yet we can claim the faith 
that the harvest will come. God will bring in a time of peace, of wholeness, of justice. We call that the kingdom, or 
reign, of God. 
            And the parable of the mustard seed paints that image of birds nesting in the branches. The image teaches us 
about security, about nurture, about community. We hear echoes in this parable of the prophet Ezekiel, who tells 
the Lord’s riddle: Political intrigue destroys a “cedar.” Later, God takes a “sprig” of the cedar and plants it. The tree 
produces fruit and provides shade and shelter for the birds.5 The mission of God’s people is to become the means 
by which God provides security. God will continue to work through God’s people for that security. God’s reign will 
offer that security. 
            Whether this parable drew directly on the strange prophet Ezekiel, we see some common ideas. Our parable 
is even simpler than Ezekiel’s. The farmer plants the seeds, and the crop grows. The parable lacks conflict or com-
plication, and that assures us of the inevitability of God’s promise for creation. Nothing can stop God’s healing of 
creation. No conflict arises to threaten the crop, but the crop does take time. We may find that even more a frustra-
tion than a threat. At least a threat would have drama! The farmer has to wait — one of the hardest things to do. We 
would rather get our blood pumping for a fight than have to wait. 
  
Active and hopeful waiting 
            Just as the farmer has to wait for the harvest, so we must wait for God’s time to bring in this reign of peace, 
wholeness and justice. We may feel starving for it now. We may want at least to nibble on the half-formed grain 
now. Yet the parable calls us to wait. 
            We wait, but we do not wait passively. We plant our seeds. We do our ministry. We feed the hungry. We 
build our homeless shelters. We stand up for those who have been kicked to life’s curb. We speak our words of 
peace into the wind of violence and hate. For now, we see only the tiny stalk that has popped up from the ground. 
We see the budding crops that we can’t enjoy yet. The harvest has not yet arrived, but we trust that it will come in 
God’s time. We grieve that the full harvest has not come. We grieve for the hurt of our world. We grieve that the 
world chooses violence and death over peace and cooperation. That grieving is part of the work of the church, but it 
is not all that we do. 
            We cannot bring the crop to maturity on our own. We cannot start the harvest until the crop is ready. Yet we 
trust that God will use our efforts and our ministry in the final gathering. And we take heart that the har-
vest will come. Nothing can stop God’s will for peace, wholeness, and justice. Our seeds of ministry will bear fruit. 
Let us do our ministry in hope and trust. Let us look for the sprouting of the kingdom even now. 
  

Summary 

Although we cannot expect an end to evil in the world, not even through the ministry of the church, we do our 
ministry in hope, trusting that God will use it in the redemption of creation represented by the harvest in the 
parable of the growing seed. 

 

Borrowed from Proclaim Parish Publishing 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Yard Work/Mowing–Thursdays at 1:00 pm 

Finance Team—Thu, Jul 14th at 3:00 pm 

Craft Show Team—Tue, Jul 12th at 6:30 pm 

Recipe Club-Wed, Jul 13th 2:00 pm 

SPRC Team—Tue, Jul 19th at 7:00 pm 

Newsletter Deadline—Tue, Jul 26th at 11:00 am 

Ad Council—Tues, Jul 26th at 7:00 pm 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

This  month’s (July10)  Loose Change 
Offering will go to support the Shoe-
box Ministry to cover the cost of post-
age. 

 

HELPFUL SERVICE NUMBERS 

Social Security:         1-877-405-5457 

Medicare Questions:       1-800-633-4227 

Medicaid Hotline:       1-800-642-3195 

United Way’s “First Call for Help”:     1-800-310-5454 

Legal Aid of Western Michigan  

                                1-888-783-8191 or 1-888-418-1311  

Region IV Area Agency on Aging:    1-800-654-2810 

Veteran’s Assistance & Info:     1-800-827-1000 

Michigan Ombudsman:     1-866-485-9393 

Department of Human Services:    1-269-934-2000 

To Report Abuse/Neglect:     1-855-444-3911 

To Report a Scam:      1-877-765-8388 

Meals on Wheels of SW MI Senior Nutrition Services: 

                   1-269-925-0137 or 1-855-925-0137 

Senior Employment Program   1-269-381-5648 

NEPAL MISSIONARIES  

 

Dr. Lester & Debbie Dornan  

United Methodist missionaries serving  

in Nepal will visit Chapel Hill UMC and share 
about their ministry. 

Tuesday, July 5, 6:30 pm 

 
 

Special dates 

• Canada Day, July 1, 2022 

• U.S. Independence Day, July 4, 2022 

NURTURE TEAM NEWS: 

Saturday, July 16 at 6:00 pm 

OUTDOOR POTLUCK &  

HOT DOG ROAST 

Bring a dish to pass and  

your own table service.  

Hot dogs and ice cream provided. 

  

 

TRUSTEE TEAM NEWS: 

PROJECT:  The Education building roof is 
in need of repair, cost is $4200.  If you’d 
like to help with the cost of this project, 
please make your donation to the 
“Building Fund”  Thank you kindly. 

KITCHEN:  We have a six (6) month 
kitchen license from the BC Health Dept.  
Anyone wishing to share ideas on a fund 
raising opportunity using the kitchen is 
welcome to turn their ideas into the 
church office. 
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BIRTHDAYS 

Name  Birth Date 

Norma Goldner     7/1 

Jackson Harner    7/6 

Anna Peters       7/7 

Aleena Nelson     7/8 

Karen McGowan     7/9 

Betty Arnt        7/12 

Jim Robertson     7/12 

Roberta Faher     7/13 

Eddy Watson       7/13 

Raylynn Borr      7/14 

Bailey Dustin     7/14 

Mollie Logan      7/14 

Carol Martin      7/14 

Marcia Allen      7/15 

Barbara Moore     7/15 

Janet Hahn        7/16 

Riley Vincent     7/17 

Ray Perkins       7/20 

Esther Peters     7/21 

William Brady     7/23 

Daniel Ertman     7/25 

Beth DeCoursey    7/28 

Karen Rodgers     7/30 

ANNIVERSARIES 

  
Marriage 

Date 
Years 

Married 

Daniel & Anne Turbyfill                   7/6   

Tim & Candice Berndt                      7/11 6 

John & Deb Harris                         7/17 39 

 

 

Family Cares & Concerns 

KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS:  

Mark Akright; Corey Berget; Dean Harris; Matt 
Shindeldecker, Alyce Jean Priebe; Lily Mullen; 
Cody Singleton (Alecksei Berget’s fiancé); Pam 
VanLue; Al Corzine; The people of Ukraine; 
Rick Trosper (friend of Pastor’s family); Morrie 
& Helen Vandenberg; Elva & Vern Fisher; Ruth 
Shuler; Nathan Lambrecht; Judy Walter; Esther 
Peters;  Myron & Maudy Williams; Robert Dun-
bar;  Jim & Gloria Dibbet;  Michelle Dibbet; 
Louise Grosse;  Lance Rogalski (related to Gini 
Skibbe and Delores Rogalski);   Elizabeth Sapp; 
Liz Burkhard;  Betty Arnt; Don & Norma Gold-
ner; Ed McKenzie; Graydon Pope; Beth & Mike 
DeCoursey; Isaac Weir; Bill Teichman; Charlie 
Cantrell and Family; Dave & Sharon Henderson; 
Bonnie Saurbier; Sandy Young; Jean Rakauski; 
Mary Betz; COVID 19;  United States Military 
and their families; The United Methodist 
Church; Our Government; victims of violence; 
individuals and families of those with addic-
tions; people with special needs and those with 
mental health issues and their families;  Hands 
Up Ministry. 
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Electronic Giving Available 

Giving to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
can be done by cash, check or now electroni-
cally through your computer, iPad or smart 
phone, anytime and anywhere you have an in-
ternet connection. Electronic Giving (E-Giving) 
allows you to give one time or set-up a stand-
ard amount on a frequency that is convenient 
for your situation. E-Giving provides you with 
an electronic check and credit card options 
and our service provider, Vanco, provides a 
safe and secure platform servicing over 20,000 
organizations with their platform.   

“Vanco Mobile” App which is now available in 
your App Store for download. To use the App 
for E-Giving, identify our church as “Sodus 
Chapel Hill.”  You can login to the App by using 
your “Give Plus” User ID and Password. Any in-
formation for recurring giving that you current-
ly have set up will automatically transfer from 
“Give Plus” to “Vanco Mobile.”  If you have 
any problems with the new mobile app, please 
contact the Church Office at 269 927-3454. 

 

For those wishing to send support to Ukraine 
we have added UMCOR (Ukraine) to Van-
co.  You can donate to UMCOR on our web-
site:  www.chapelhillmethodist.org or by 
check to the church with Ukraine in the 
memo. 

General Conference Prayer Time 
  
Between 7:00 and 8:00 PM each Sunday, 
let’s drop whatever else we’re doing and 
pray for the United Methodist Church. In 
particular, let’s pray for preparations for the 
meeting of General Conference, 2024. Some 
big decisions are on their docket, which will 
mean some big decisions for all United 
Methodists. 
 
 
For the month of July, focus your 

prayer time on whole church of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 

Christian symbol 
 

 

 

 

 FISH—The first letters in the Greek 
phrase “Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Savior” spell ICHTHUS, or fish. Early 
Christians used the sign to convey 
their faith and avoid persecution. In 
the gospels, fish are part of several 
miracles. They also represent people 
who need to be “caught” for Christ. 
Today, a fish bumper sticker is a pop-
ular indicator of Christian faith.  

 

The ministry of quilting and of mend-
ing hearts 

 

To sew is to pray. … We mend … turn things 
inside out and set things right. We salvage 
what we can of human garments and piece 
the rest into blankets. Sometimes our stitches 
stutter and slow. … Other times the tension in 
the stitches might be too tight because of 
tears, but only we know what emotion went 
into the making. 

—Louise Erdrich, Four Souls 

http://www.chapelhillmethodist.org/
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Berrien County July Events 

Jul  2 3:00 pm IPAWS Test 

July  Farmers Market Saturdays through Oct 8, St Joseph

  Lake Bluff Artisan Fair, Lake Bluff Park, St Joseph 

Jul 3  Antiques on the Bluff, St Joseph 

 

Jul 4  The Pickle Festival, Berrien Springs 

 

Jul 8  Krasl Block Party, Krasl Art Ctr, St Joseph 

 

Jul 9 & 10 60th Annual Krasl Art Fair on the Bluff, St. Joseph 

 

Jul 10  Weko Beach Summer Concert, Bridgman 

 

Jul 13  Family Day at Krasl Art Center, St. Joseph 

  Makers Trail Festival, Weko Beach, Bridgman 

 

Jul 15  Friday Night Concert Series, St. Joseph 

  Mike Yore Memorial Car Show, St. Joseph 

Jul 15-17  Love Local Weekend, Downtown St. Joseph 

 

Jul 16  Lake Bluff Artisan Fair, St Joseph 

 

Jul 24  Weko Beach Summer Concert, Bridgman 

   

 
Chapel Hill UMC Sodus, MI 

Staff  
&  

Contact Information 
 
Phone: (269) 927-3454 
 
Parsonage: (269) 925-4528 
 
Pastor’s Cell:  
 
E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net 
 
Pastor’s email:  
 
Websites:  
http://www.chapelhillmethodist.org/ 
           www.chapelhill-craftshow.org 
 
Facebook:   
    Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
 

    Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship 

 
 

Pastor 
 
 

Custodian 
Aaron Peters 

 
Mollie Logan 

Secretary 
 

  Dr. Ken Logan 
Director of Music 

The power of kindness 

 

No kind action ever stops with itself. One kind ac-
tion leads to another. Good example is followed. A 
single act of kindness throws out roots in all direc-
tions, and the roots spring up and make new trees. 
The greatest work that kindness does to others is 
that it makes them kind themselves. 

http://www.chapelhill-craftshow.org
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It’s that time of 
year when the 

Church and parsonage lawns need to 
be mowed.  Volunteers are needed to 
complete that task.   

Please use the sign-up sheet, located 
in the fellowship hall, for the dates 

Dual citizenship 
 

For Christianity and democracy to work, 
both need responsible citizens. Consider 
what happens to a republic when its citi-
zens won’t run for public office, won’t 
vote, won’t work for the common good, 
duck paying taxes and mistreat others. 
Now consider what happens when Chris-
tians won’t volunteer at the church, won’t 
give, won’t practice their faith, won’t love 
their neighbors. Both our country and our 
faith need sincere practitioners. National-
ly, we need a citizenry committed to mak-
ing the ideals of liberty the practices of 
life in America. Christianity needs follow-
ers of Jesus committed to making the 
ideals of God’s kingdom the practices of 
daily life. 

This is not an either-or situation. Chris-
tians everywhere are citizens of two 
countries, one on earth and one in eterni-
ty. The kingdom of God is not yet fully 
come, but it’s already in effect. Our two 
citizenships can neither be fully united 
nor fully separated. We cannot withdraw 
from the world and pretend we are 
somehow dwelling only in the kingdom 
of God now; nor can we simply embrace 
the world and assume earthly govern-
ments fulfill God’s will. Those are ex-
tremes, and they are unbiblical. 

—from a sermon by Stan Purdum 
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Nathan Borr is the son of Michael & Nina 
Borr.  Nathan graduated from Eau Claire High 
School.  He plans on going into the Navy to 
begin studies in the Technical Field. 

 
Rinehart Bennett is the son of Shannon & 

Amy Bennett and the grandson of Dennis & 
Mickey Bennett.  Rinehart graduated from St 
Joseph High School and plans on attending Lake 
Michigan College. 

A prayer for strength 

God of inexhaustible strength and limitless en-
ergy, our refuge, strength and very present help 
in trouble: When even youth faint in weariness 
and the young fall exhausted, help us wait pa-
tiently for you to come to renew our strength, 
so that we will mount up with wings to soar like 
eagles, riding on the undercurrents of the wind 
of your Spirit.  

You who need no slumber nor sleep, by your 

Holy Spirit's power keep us from all evil, safe in 

Jesus’ nail-scarred hands. Help us never weary 

as we run after you and never faint as we walk 

in Christ’s footsteps, now and forevermore. 

Amen. 

 
On Tuesday, June 14th Chapel Hill hosted the  

BERRIEN COUNTY RETIRED TEACHERS             
& PERSONNEL LUNCHEON.   

76 were served a luncheon of meatloaf, po-
tato casserole, California mix vegetables, 
coleslaw, homemade desserts and beverages.  
With the help of our awesome members we 
earned $656.35 for the church.  Plus, six 
meals were delivered to homebound/limited 
mobility members of our congregation. 

Special thanks to everyone who donated food  
to help defray the costs of the meal, helped 
in preparation/clean-up and serving. 

           

Chapel Hill Family, 

We would like to extend our appreciation to 
all the people that helped us in various ways 
during our loss of Gene Akright...all those 
that furnished refreshments for the memorial 
service, the prayers, so many cards were re-
ceived and the memorials in Gene’s name to 
the John Deere 2-Cyclinder Club scholarship 
fund that helps high school graduates go to 
college to become farmers. 

Thanks, 

Lois and the family 
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Join United Methodists from around the Dis-
trict at a Kalamazoo Growlers baseball game 
Sunday, July 31 at 1:35pm. 
Reserved tickets: $10 includes hat, $20 in-
cludes buffet. 
Purchase tickets online 
at GrowlersTickets.com using promo 
code: UMC. 

 
Needlework Club 

(Adults) 
Tuesdays, 1-3 pm  

                      Library Community Room 
 

Afternoon Book Club 
(Adult) 

Tuesday, July 12, 3-4 pm 
Library Community Room 

 
Story Time 

(Kids ages 2-5 and their caregivers) 
Wednesdays at 10:30 am June-July 

 
Saturday Morning Movie  

(all ages) 
10 am 

July 9—Free Willy 
July 23—Finding Dory 

July 30—Oceans (Disney Nature) 
 

GAME NIGHT 
(All ages) 

Thursday, July 14 at 5:30 pm 
Come to the library and play all sorts of games 

 
 

Book Hounds (Read with Dogs) 
(All ages) 

Tuesday, July 16th at 10 am 
Registration required 269 925-0903 

Dogs and humans are part of the Best Friends 4H 
 

NERF Mobile Games in the Park 
Mon, July 18—10:30 am 

(Kids 5 and up) 
Location:  the back pavilion  

behind 3500 Naomi Rd 
 
 

 

Benton Harbor 

Saturday, July 9, 12-2 pm 

Mosaic Resale 

1804 M-139, Benton Harbor, MI 49022 

 

Portage 

Saturday, July 16, 12-2 pm 

Presidential Brewing 

8302 Portage Rd, Portage, MI 49002 

 

PASTOR SEARCH 

Staff Parish along with District Su-
perintendent, Dwayne Bagley, con-
tinue their search to find a strong 
spiritual leader for Chapel Hill. 

http://growlerstickets.com/
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Missionaries Visit 

Sodus: Chapel Hill UMC will be hosting Dr. Lester & Debbie Dor-
non on July 5 at 6:30pm to hear about their Nepal ministry. Les is 
assigned as senior physician at the Tansen Hospital in western Ne-
pal. Debbie is assigned as coordinator of expatriate services at the 
hospital. All are welcome! 
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Church Office Hours 

 
Tuesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Wednesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 
Hours vary on Holidays 

Staff Education & Vacations 

 
In case of emergency when the office is closed, please try the 
parsonage (925-4528) 

CHAPEL HILL UMC 

 
Phone: (269) 927-3454 

Parsonage: (269) 925-4528 

Pastor’s Cell: (231) 631-1055 

E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net 

Pastor’s email: begordon68@hotmail.com 

Websites:  

www.chapelhillmethodist.org/ 

 www.chapelhill-craftshow.org 

 
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m. 

Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship 

http://www.chapelhill-craftshow.org

