June 2020 Newsletter

Welcome Summer sun, and welcome Holy Spirit whose coming we celebrate at Pentecost. I want to
thank you all again for your patience and care during this time of being the church from our
homes.

Our conference leadership and congregation leaders have been planning, and the days have finally
come when we can begin some face to face gatherings.
First, if you would like for me to visit you in person, I would be glad to do so. We can discuss appropriate precautions based on your circumstances.
Also, the phases of reopening the church, which I mentioned last month, have moved more quickly
than I expected. The office is open with somewhat variable hours, and Prayer group and Ad Council
met in person on May 26, both with masks and distance between people. Other committees and
small groups can now meet, with precautions, as the chair and members feel safe doing so. Anyone
who prefers to participate from home can continue to connect with other group members through
zoom or phone. Please contact the leader of your group, committee, or team about plans for your
meetings.
You are also invited to worship together beginning May 31. We will follow all CDC guidelines, like
the use of masks and social distancing, to the best of our ability, so please join us in a spirit of
cooperation and grace. Sunday School, coffee hour, communion, and singing in person will begin at
a later date.
As much as I would love to see all of you present in worship, I still encourage you to participate in
church life from home if your age and health make you especially vulnerable to Covid-19. To make
home participation easier, I will continue to offer the scripture and sermon through Facebook and
our website for the foreseeable future. In order to make web access easier for those who do not
have Facebook, I will record the message during the service and post it on Facebook and website
afterward. I will also continue sharing a daily scripture meditation on my facebook page.

Blessings for our continued journey toward in-person ministry.

Pastor Brenda

Congratulations Class of 2020

Madison
Madison is a graduate from Saint Joseph High School. Throughout her middle and high school
years she ran cross country, track, and played basketball. As a senior member of the National
Honors Society, Madison spent time outside of school tutoring her peers. Spending time outdoors with her family and friends is one of her favorite pass-times. A fond memory of Madison’s
is enjoying the July 4th fireworks with her Great Grandpa, her Grandma, and the rest of her
family. She will be attending Grand Valley State University’s Honors College next fall to pursue
a career in nursing.

Addy
Congratulations to Addy ! Graduate at from MSU,Major in horticulture science, minor in
entrepreneurship and innovation and environmental and sustainability studies.

Hannah
Hannah, The grand daughter, of Gary and Judy. She is from Sheboygan,
Wisconsin, and is graduating from North High School. She is the daughter of Chris and
Kim. She has two brothers - Ethan and Seth. Plans are for her to attend Southwestern
Michigan College in the fall with her cousin Alecksei. She has not decided on a major.

Nathaniel
Graduate of Berrien Springs HS, He plans to purse a career in art and design. Nathan is the son of
Anne and Daniel and grandson of Alvin.

Gabrielle
Graduate from SMC and Gabby is the daughter of Anne and Daniel and the granddaughter of Alvin.

Some information was provided from outside sources and
non family members we apologize if we missed any pertinent information

Congratulations Class of 2020
&
You can show your love by gifting a Senior a gift using the highlighted link posted below (link is highlighted in blue), using
online Amazon.
ANNA
I’m a Senior at St Joseph High school! I had a pretty rough first couple of years, but I switched
schools this year to St Joe and I have never been happier. Prior to St Joe I attended Countryside
Academy. Their I played Volleyball, Softball, Sideline cheer and Ran track. I was also an FFA Student. I show Hogs and Sheep at BCYF! And on top of all that craziness I am 1st Runner up to Miss
Eau Claire/Sodus, and was a contestant in Miss Spirt of Blossomtime! Now that I finally switched
to a school I LOVED it was cut short. Also I work at Power In Motion Gymnastics, dance and
cheer! I teach entry level girls the amazing sport of gymnastics! I couldn’t ask for a better staff,
and I love seeing the impact I can have on kiddos through something I truly love to do! My future plans are to attend Lake Michigan College for some type of Agricultural degree “still thinking :)”
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/25VBWIAMOR43J… I couldn’t thank my community and fellow class of 2020 for making
the best of the sad situation we are in. Thank you all

ALECKSEI
Alecksei is our 2020 Senior. She is graduating from Eau Claire High School. She’s been
an EC Beaver since pre-school. She has been a member of the band all four years of
high school and she has wrestled for 3 years. Alecksei especially enjoys music, animals,
drawing, four wheeling, riding horses, and hunting. She shows at the BCYF- poultry,
dogs, flowers, & crafts. Her future plans include becoming a dog trainer and maybe
one day owning her own animal care business. She is planning to attend Southwestern
Michigan College in the fall to pursue a business degree.
Amazon wish list-Keep in mind these are ideas and you may find something similar for
less. She loves red Gatorade, Reese’s, Lays chips, Subway, cookies, & brownies just to name a few. If
you need our address, just PM me.
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/27U26GMR0I8VC…

LAKEN
This is our Senior for Class of 2020, LAKEN , she is such an inspiration to her siblings and
family, she has a generous heart and and old soul. During her School career she has participated in Mini poms from 3rd to 8th grade and then went on to cheer her freshman and junior
year, she played flute in marching and concert band from 6th to 10th grades and also participated in the color guard. She did wrestling her junior and senior years and Softball sophmore
and junior year and was really upset that she was not going to be able to play one more year.
She was on prom committee Senior year. In her free time Laken likes to do puzzles, learn
about history, draw, eat, read, hang out with friends and family and recently took up sewing
with a machine she received for Christmas. Her future aspirations are to get into college for
criminal justice and become a police officer and detective until she can get the experience needed to become a detective for the FBI. We are so very proud of you Laken ! If you would like to bless her, her Amazon wish list is below,
remember it is just a wish list. Please PM me if you would like the address.
Thank you https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/5RJXNMK3ZIP9…

D

MICHIGAN FLOODING AND WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW
Four ways you can help with disasters.
1.

Pray We are called to pray, organize prayer groups and chains and bathe
those in need in prayers of peace, God’s abundant Grace, wholeness and
safety for those affected and those there to help.

2. Give While our immediate compassionate instinct is to send food, cloth-

ing and household items in times of crisis, we recognize that often causes
more harm than good. In the initial crisis phase, there is no more flexible, reliable and effective response than a financial gift to the United
Methodist Committee on Relief, where 100% goes directly to aid, UMCOR
Sunday.

Outside Midland First United
Methodist Church. Statement on
their Facebook: "It's a great day
to lean into the power of the Holy Spirit!" ~ Facebook/Midland
First United Methodist Church

3. Donate Preparedness. We assemble thousands of flood clean-up buckets

and personal hygiene kits during the year, so when disaster strikes, we are
able to load them on trucks and get them to the right place in days. Working with other annual conferences, we keep centralized response kits
ready to go.

4. Volunteer Michigan coordinates with national, state and local agencies

to bring wholeness to disaster zones. Disaster zones are dangerous so our
volunteers arrive only after first responders have completed their rescue
missions. At the invitation of the affected community our teams move in
and often for years following the crisis. To accomplish this we must be
trained and prepared. Connect with Dan OMalley, our Disaster Response
Coordinator or push the button below to learn about mission opportunities
through Volunteers in Mission.

The Disaster Response Team of the Michigan Conference suggests several important things United Methodists can do to assist thousands of their neighbors who are now suffering from flooding
in mid-Michigan.
May 21, 2020 | LANSING, Michigan – Over the past two days historic flooding continues to impact the
Great Lakes Bay Region of Michigan. It is estimated that 10,000-12,000 people have or will be affected by
flooding. Michigan United Methodists join Bishop David Bard in praying for people living in the region, first
responders, and community leaders.
Nancy Money, the Coordinator for Disaster Recovery Ministries for the Conference, reports that a $10,000
grant from the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), requested by Bishop Bard, has been approved. These funds will assist in the Conference’s immediate response to relief needs in the Great Lakes
Bay Region. Needs will be assessed by the Michigan Conference Disaster Response Team in coordination with local leaders.

The Detroit Free Press reports this afternoon that President Donald Trump has made an emergency declaration for mid-Michigan and has authorized FEMA aid. Nancy Money explains, “This is an emergency
declaration not a major disaster declaration. There are no direct assistance programs available through
FEMA yet, only emergency protective measures.”
Other Conference and District Staff join Nancy on the “frontlines” of communication and relate to different
networks of United Methodist leaders across the state. Dan O’Malley, Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, is assisting Nancy in mobilizing efforts and coordinating with UMCOR, local, and state leaders.
District Disaster Recovery teams are also ready to engage. At present the District Response Coordinators
are working Dan O’Malley to set a network of collection sites across the state and draft a transportation
plan.

The Rev. John Kasper, Superintendent of the Central Bay District, and Teri Rice, Executive
Administrator for Central Bay, have contacted clergy and congregations in the area. All clergy
are safe and accounted for; some are among the evacuated.
United Methodist churches reported to be “dry” include: Homer, Gordonville, Edenville, Dale,
AuGres, Tawas, and Midland First (but no power). The Sanford UMC reports on Facebook:
“Church and parsonage have had manageable damage from the flood. Please keep those
who are in severe hardship in your thoughts and prayers.”
The Disaster Response Team, chaired by the Rev. Robert Miller, is asking Michigan United
Methodists to respond in these ways at the present time:
Assemble Cleaning Buckets & Hygiene Kits. Please follow these instructions, that include new COVID-19 sanitation protocols. These are the collection sites:
 Central Collection Site–Aldersgate UMC, 2206 Airfield Lane, Midland (M-F 8 am-3 pm)
 Freeland UMC, 205 E. Washington St., Freeland (M-T-W 9:00 am-1:30 pm;
 Saginaw First UMC, 4790 Gratiot Road, Saginaw (T 11 am-2 pm and W 5-7 pm)
 St. Louis UMC, 116 S. Franklin St., St. Louis (Th 12-1:30 and 5-6:30 pm)
 Swan Valley UMC, 9265 Geddes Road, Saginaw (M-F 8:30 am-1:30 pm)
Questions about collection sites should be addressed to Rev. Karen Sorden
at pastorkarensorden@att.net.
Donate to the Michigan Conference Disaster fund. For those wishing to donate to
Great Lakes Bay Region flood victims, checks may be sent to the Michigan Conference at
1161 East Clark Road, Suite 212, DeWitt MI 48820. It is important to include this exact language in the memo: #4407 Michigan Area Disaster Response.
Please note. Volunteers are not needed at this time. The Disaster Response Team has
mobilized and readied Michigan’s trained Emergency Response Teams (ERTs). ERTs will be
deployed when impacted communities are ready and able to receive them. General Volunteers In Mission will be needed in the future.
Further reports will be made on the Conference website and Facebook Page when new information is available.
Information is also available on the Disaster Response Ministry page of the Conference website.

This is a fun fact about someone in our
church family. Ask around and see if
you can figure out who it is. We will
give the answer and another fun fact
about a different person if we have one
next month. Feel free to submit fun
facts to Pastor Brenda for use in later
newsletters.

WHO AM I ?
While vacationing in the
Cayman Islands my family
member needed to see a
doctor due to a rash. So one doctor
looked at it, another doctor had to
look it and then one more had to
look too top it off. Well lo and behold it was chicken pox!
The three doctors, well guess what,
they too contracted the chicken
pox. My family and I were quarantined for two weeks before we could
leave the Island.
Last’s Months Who am is

Linda C.

Special dates
•
•
•
•

Trinity Sunday, June 7, 2020
Flag Day, June 14, 2020
First day of summer, June 20, 2020
Father’s Day, June 21, 2020

Electronic Giving Available
Giving to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church
can be done by cash, check or now electronically through your computer, ipad or smart phone,
anytime and anywhere you have an internet
connection. Electronic Giving (E-Giving) allows
you to give one time or setup a standard
amount on a frequency that is convenient for
your situation. E-Giving provides you with an
electronic check and credit card options and
our service provider, Vanco, provides a safe and
secure platform servicing over 20,000 organizations with their platform.
To E-Give, go to: www.chapelhillmethodist.org/
give-online/ and follow the prompts. There is a
mobile app available in your app store,
“GivePlus”. To use the app for E-Giving, identify
our church by our zip code, “49126”.

Church Women United (CWU)
Thank you to all who attended and helped with the CWU program here at Chapel Hill in November 2019.
Pastor Brenda received a booklet with the 2020 CWU schedule. The local president highlighted a few programs to be held in our area for any interested women.

Save the dates for:
Human Rights Celebration Sept. 11, Fairplain Presbyterian Church 1pm
World Community Day Nov. 6, 1st Congregational Church UCC beginning 11am
Contact Pastor Brenda for information on board meetings and state-wide gatherings if you are interested.
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Happy Blessed Anniversary &
Happy Blessed Birthday to those whom may
have not been noted.
You are loved and
We will celebrate all the Birthdays
& Anniversaries in Spirit, Call ,
Or organize a drive by party.
If your special day was not listed please call the
office so we can update our records.

Chapel Hill UMC Sodus, MI
Staff
&
Contact Information
Phone: (269) 927-3454
Parsonage: (269) 925-4528
Pastor’s Cell: (231) 631-1055
E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net
Pastor’s email: begordon68@hotmail.com
Websites: http://chapelhillmethodist.org/

Creator God, keep our eyes above the
waves when the chaos overflows its
banks. Sustain us in the struggle.
Amen. #miumc #umc #DailyDevotions
Stay plugged into the word of god daily with umc daily devotions

www.chapelhill-craftshow.org
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m.

Church Office Hours

Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Brenda Gordon
Pastor
Elizabeth Sapp
Secretary
Al Corzine
Maintenance
Sanda Krull
Nursery Attendant
Director of Music
Dr. Ken Logan

Tuesday

Various Hours

Wednesday

Various Hours

Thursday

Various Hours

Hours vary on Holidays
Staff Education & Vacations
In case of emergency when the office is
closed, please try the parsonage
(269-925-4528)
Severe Weather Alert Warnings:
WSBT OR WNDU for Cancellations of
Service and Events.
Cancellations occur only in
severe weather, use your best judgment
when determining if you will be traveling
to service.

