Lent 2020
Co-Op Schedule

Ash Wednesday February 26th 6:30 pm CHUMC

Services start at 7 pm. Maundy Thursday is preceded by soup and bread dinner at 6pm

March 1: Host: Faith UMC Bridgman

Preacher: Bill Waters

March 8: Host: Scottdale UMC

Preacher: Brenda Gordon

March 15: Host: Pokagon UMC

Preacher: Ashlei Horn

March 22: Host: Berrien Springs UMC

Preacher: Dawn Oldenburg

March 29: Host: Hinchman UMC

Preacher: Brenda Gordon

April 5: Host: Arden

Preacher: Bill Walters -(Palm Sunday)

April 9 (Thursday): Host: Scottdale UMC

Preacher: Lanny Duffel

April 10 (Good Friday): Host: Chapel Hill

Preacher: All

April 12 Easter

Mark 8:27-30: 27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them,
“Who do people say I am?”
28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”
29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”
30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.

People misunderstood Jesus. They thought of Him as one who would come before the messiah. In one of the high
points of Peter’s time with Jesus, Jesus asked Peter, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter got it! He identified Jesus for
who He really was, the Messiah Himself.
The story might lead us to ask ourselves who we say that Jesus is, and who we show that Jesus is.
First, alongside our understanding of Jesus as Messiah or Savior, we might also describe Jesus as the great healer,
teacher, or guide, among other identifiers.
Notice that the question Jesus has asked is not just how we identify Jesus, but who we “say” He is. Though verse 30
instructs Peter and the others not to tell anyone what they knew of Jesus’ identity, we are under no such instructions. In fact, our instructions are to be Jesus’ witnesses in our local area, around the country, and around the world
(Acts 1:8). That means not only seeing Jesus for who He is, but we need to tell others.
The second question we might ask ourselves is, “Who do we show that Jesus is?”.
Plenty of people around the country have a negative understanding of Jesus because of the way that they see Christians behaving. Following Jesus means imitating Him so that others see Jesus through His people. How would those
who watch you as a Christian see Jesus.
Before I go on, let me say that my point is not so much about any particular political views you might hold. It’s also not
about what denominational or congregational policies we set. What I ask you to reflect on here is the way we as Christians express our views. How we speak, the jokes we tell, and our body language sets a certain atmosphere in the
church. The way we express our political viewpoints as individuals, on social media, for example, shows others an image of Jesus. That image can attract them to Him and the salvation He offers, or it can repel them away from the
church and Jesus.
Many people believe that Christians hate gays, people outside of their own race, women, etc. Some also believe that
they must be able to pay 10% of their income as “dues” before joining a church. Some won’t feel welcome in Christian
gatherings unless they can dress like others. Still others see the church and it’s teachings as irrelevant. If people see
Christians and church-goers as unwelcoming and irrelevant, and they believe Christians imitate Jesus, who are we
showing that Jesus is?
Blessings,
Pastor Brenda

Church Women United (CWU)
Thank you to all who attended and helped with the CWU program here at Chapel
Hill in November 2019. Pastor Brenda received a booklet with the 2020 CWU
schedule. The local president highlighted a few programs to be held in our area
for any interested women.
See the flyer on the bulletin board near the restrooms for information about World
Day of Prayer, March 6, 1pm at Union Memorial AME in Benton Harbor.
Save the dates for:
May Friendship Day, May 1 at Stevensville UMC beginning 11am

Human Rights Celebration Sept. 11, Fairplain Presbyterian Church 1pm
World Community Day Nov. 6, 1st Congregational Church UCC beginning 11am
Contact Pastor Brenda for information on board meetings and state-wide gatherings if you are interested.

Volunteer opportunity
Pastor Brenda is trying to compile a list of people who are willing to fill in for Elizabeth in the office when she needs time off.
Sometimes we would only need someone to answer phones
and relay messages. If Elizabeth is out of the office for a week
or more, we might need someone to work with Pastor Brenda
to produce bulletins and/or finish newsletters.
If you would be willing to have Pastor Brenda or Elizabeth contact you occasionally to help out, please contact the office.
Thank you for considering this opportunity.

MEETINGS
Trustee Team Mtg.
Craft Show Mtg.

7 pm

Mon. March 9th

6:30 pm

Tue. March 10th

Finance Team Mtg.

7 pm

Thurs. March 12th

SPRC

7 pm

Tue. March 17th

6:30 pm

Thurs. March 19th

7 pm

Tue. March 24th

Nurture Team Mtg.
Administrative Council

Special dates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

First Sunday in Lent, March 1, 2020
World Day of Prayer, March 6, 2020
Second Sunday in Lent, March 8, 2020
Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 8, 2020
Third Sunday in Lent, March 15, 2020
First day of spring, March 19, 2020
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22, 2020
Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29, 2020

Lancaster Trip still has 10 spaces
left for May 11-16, 2020, to Lancaster PA, Philadelphia, Gettysburg
National Park, and Landis Valley
Museum & Village, including a
brand new show Queen Esther at
the Sight and Sound Theatre. Total
cost is $559. Brochures are available at church or e-mail Barb Brady
at w_p_brady@att.net for more information.

Paddling through Lent — and life

Lent is a time for restoring balance to our lives. The Eskimos practice balance as they venture into freezing Arctic waters in little boats. If you’ve ever paddled a kayak, you know how easy they are to tip. Thankfully, kayaks are just as
easy to turn back upright.
That isn’t a bad image for Lent — or for life as a whole. Whatever spiritual disciplines we adopt, if we succumb to
temptation, it’s no biggie. One of the lessons of Lent is that, as long as we’re traveling light, it takes only a quick twist
of the paddle to right us. That paddle twist might take the form of a quick but heartfelt prayer: “Jesus, set me
straight again!” Or it might mean some extra time set aside for quiet meditation with God. Don’t get worried if your
spiritual discipline fails now and then. Just let Jesus help you get upright once more, and keep paddling!
—adapted from Carlos Wilton, in Homiletics

A Lenten history lesson
Though the date of Easter varies, the majority of the Lenten season occurs during March. In fact, the word Lent comes
from the Anglo-Saxon words lenctentid (meaning “March”) and lencten (meaning “spring”).
The first reference to Lent dates back to 325 AD, in one of the 20 canons decreed at the council of Nicaea. By the
eighth century, Christians started observing Lent, and a 10th-century monk named Aelfric connected the use of ashes
and “the Lenten fast” to the pre-Easter period.
Lent lasts 40 days to represent Jesus’ time in the wilderness, when he was tempted by the devil. The six Sundays that
occur between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday aren’t counted as part of Lent; instead, as the traditional day of
worship, they’re considered “mini-Easters.”

Don't settle
For most of us, the great danger is not that we will renounce our faith. It is that we will become so distracted and
rushed and preoccupied that we will settle for a mediocre version of it. We will just skim our lives instead of actually
living them.
—John Ortberg, The Life You’ve Always Wanted

Prayer around the world
Travel writer Rick Steves, who’s a Christian, believes travel can help us see God. He writes of gaining new insights into
prayer from a so-called “whirling dervish” (a sort of Muslim monk) in Turkey. Before demonstrating how he prays, the
man explained to Steves: “When we pray, we keep one foot in our community, anchored in our home. The other foot
steps around and around, acknowledging the beautiful variety of God’s creation … touching all corners of this great
world. I raise one hand up to acknowledge the love of God, and the other hand goes down like the spout of a teapot. As I
spin around, my hand above receives the love from our Creator, and my hand below showers it onto all of his creation.”
Most of us probably won’t add whirling to our prayer practices! And we likely already pray for people near and far. But
what if we pictured ourselves both anchored at home and stepping out among God’s whole creation? What if we imagined God’s love pouring into us, then out of us onto all the world? How might such an approach to prayer influence how
we live?

Coffee Hour/Refreshments
Volunteers Needed
Rotating groups, incorporate a team approach, make
coffee and lemonade, set up supplies, and clean up.
Come join our efforts to ensure that we offer gracious hospitality every Sunday morning!
Hello,
I was born in Sodus Michigan on June 8th to Margaret and Calvin Prillwitz. Greg was
born on Nov.11th in Berrien Township and was adopted at 5 months of age by Marion
& Dave Rhodes. I went to Benton Harbor Area Schools and Greg went to Lakeshore
schools. We met at work in 1984 and we were reunited 2 1/2 years ago. We were
married on October 12, 2019. We are now living in Buchanan. We have 5 grown children between us who we love very much. Greg works in Bridgman at Mid-County
Sale& Service as a Manager. I work at Spectrum Lakeland as a Unit Secretary or as a
Patient Sitter. Greg and I enjoy gardening, bowling, playing cards and doing jigsaw
puzzles. We belong to Red Bud Fitness and try to get there daily. We have several
fish aquariums and 2 parakeets.
Diane Prilliwitz- Rhodes

You’re an
Overcomer
Don’t Quit
&
Don’t Give
in

This is a fun fact about someone in our church family. Ask around and see if you can figure out who it
is. We will give the answer and another fun fact
about a different person if we have one next month.

February’s Who am I ?

Feel free to submit fun facts to Pastor Brenda for use
in later newsletters.

Later, I applied to be on Wheel of
Fortune.

“I once answered a Wheel of Fortune
puzzle with no letters showing.

It is Pastor Brenda Gordon!
We have a newly acting Trustee.
“I am 1993 World arm
wrestling champion in Canada at 121
pounds.”

Who am
I?

If you have any building issues
please contact Ken Peters.
Thank you

Activity PAGE

Jesus Made the Way

Joan Hires

03/01

Joshua Scott

03/05

Marilyn Mort

03/07

Cliff Nelson

03/09

Maude Moore

03/11

Sandy Keath

03/12

Suzanne Dorman

03/18

Shireen Hall

03/20

Hannah Jacobs

03/21

Bob Kraklau

03/21

George Herder

03/23

Phyllis Hall

03/24

Carston Harner

03/25

Riley Brink ©

03/30

Robert & Janet Hahn

03/29

67

Jim & Patsy Robertson

03/26

54

Denny & Mickey Bennett

03/23

46

Charles & Cindy Cantrell

03/01

44

If your special day was not listed
please call the office so we can update our records.
Happy Anniversary &
Happy Birthday to those whom may
have not been noted, you are
and loved.
Church Potluck will be held on
Sunday, March 29 . Please a dish to
share. If your not a cook , no worries, check out Martin’s Deli has
amazing selections.
We will celebrate all the Birthdays
& Anniversaries.
Just a reminder please bring your
own place settings. We are Going
Green.
© Denotes a child

Chapel Hill UMC Sodus, MI
Staff
&
Contact Information
Phone: (269) 927-3454
Parsonage: (269) 925-4528
Pastor’s Cell: (231) 631-1055
E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net
Pastor’s email: begordon68@hotmail.com
Websites: http://chapelhillmethodist.org/

Creator God, keep our eyes above the
waves when the chaos overflows its
banks. Sustain us in the struggle.
Amen. #miumc #umc #DailyDevotions
Stay plugged into the word of god
daily with umc daily devotions

www.chapelhill-craftshow.org
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m.

Church Office Hours

Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Brenda Gordon
Pastor
Elizabeth Sapp
Secretary
Al Corzine
Maintenance
Sanda Krull
Nursery Attendant
Director of Music
Dr. Ken Logan

Tuesday

9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Wednesday

9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Thursday

9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Hours vary on Holidays
Staff Education & Vacations
In case of emergency when the office is
closed, please try the parsonage
(269-925-4528)
Severe Weather Alert Warnings:
WSBT OR WNDU for Cancellations of
Service and Events.
Cancellations occur only in
severe weather, use your best judgment
when determining if you will be traveling
to service.

