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Stepping into Eternity... 

 

Most of us think of eternity as an endless duration of time. And yet 
we hunger for more than just an infinite continuation of life as we 

now experience it, with all its sufferings and disappointments. In fact, the fear of unending exist-
ence carries its own labelñapeirophobiañand can be as unsettling as the thought of death. But in 
her book Images of Salvation in the New Testament, Brenda Colijn writes that the eternal life 
the Bible talks about is not primarily marked by its duration. She says that it is òéprimarily quali-
tative rather than quantitative. ôEternalõ describes the kind of life one has in Christ.ó  

Which means eternal life isnõt just about the future. We can have it now. Itõs not just about 
there. We can have it here. Most important, itõs not something we simply receive through a trans-
action that arranges for our future destination, like buying a ticket. Itõs something we experience 
now through becoming Jesusõ disciples, which death is then unable to stop. This means many of us 
will have to think differently about the Good News that Jesus brought.  

According to Boston University professor of religion Stephen Prothero, it is the notion of an 
òarrangementó for getting into eternal life someday that sets Christianity apart from other reli-
gions. In his book God Is Not One, Prothero defines Christianity as òthe way of salvation.ó He de-
scribes the usual Christian message this way: òSinners cannot be admitted to heaven or granted 
eternal lifeó; therefore, òanyone who hears this story [the gospel], confesses her sins, and turns 
to Jesus for forgiveness, can be saved,ó which results in ògoing to heaven.ó He goes on to say, 
òToday the price of admission to the Christian family continues to be orthodoxy (right thought) 
rather than orthopraxy (actually doing what Jesus said).ó 

 In other words, Christians are people who believe the right things and will therefore be allowed 
into heaven when they die. 

This view calls to mind the climax of the movie Monty Python and the Holy Grail, when King Arthur 
and his knights come to the castle theyõve been seeking. Lying between them and the castle is a 
bottomless abyss, and a wizened old bridge keeper guards the only bridge that allows access. If 
they can give the correct answer to his questions, they are allowed to cross. If not, they are cast 
into the abyss.  

I believe this is how many people today think about salvation. When we die, we are either headed 
for the castle (heaven) or the abyss (hell), and òsalvationó is knowing the right answer so that God 
has to allow us to cross the bridge. The problem is, Jesus doesnõt talk about salvation that way. 
He doesnõt talk about eternal life that way either. In fact, Jesusñand the entire New Testament, 
for that matterñdefines eternal life only once, with great precision, and in a way that has been 
largely lost in our day: òThis is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sentó (John 17:3, NRSV).  

Eternal Life = Knowing God. Itõs why God desires our Trust more than our òcorrectó beliefs. 

 

Pastors Patti & Everett Harpole 
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Chapel Hill UMC Sodus, MI  

Staff  
&  

Contact Information  
 
Phone: (269) 927-3454 
 
Pastorsõ Cell:  

Everett  269 806-2816 
Patti  269 806-2814 

 
E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net 
 
Pastorsõ email:  
Everett  everett.harpole@gmail.com 
Patti  patti.harpole@gmail.com 

 
Websites:  
http://www.chapelhillmethodist.org/ 
           www.chapelhill-craftshow.org 
 
Facebook:   
    Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
 

    Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m. 
Adult Sunday School:  9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

Childrenõs message in 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 
 

Pastors 
Everett Harpole 
Patti Harpole 

 
Mollie Logan 
Secretary 

 
  Linda Calahan 
Director of Music 

 
Beth Bush 

Director of Handbell Choir 

HELPFUL SERVICE NUMBERS 

Social Security:         1-877-405-5457 

Medicare Questions:       1-800-633-4227 

Medicaid Hotline:       1-800-642-3195 

United Wayôs ñFirst Call for Helpò:     1-800-310-5454 

Legal Aid of Western Michigan  

                                1-888-783-8191 or 1-888-418-1311  

Region IV Area Agency on Aging:    1-800-654-2810 

Veteranôs Assistance & Info:     1-800-827-1000 

Michigan Ombudsman:     1-866-485-9393 

Department of Human Services:    1-269-934-2000 

To Report Abuse/Neglect:     1-855-444-3911 

To Report a Scam:      1-877-765-8388 

Meals on Wheels of SW MI Senior Nutrition Services: 

                   1-269-925-0137 or 1-855-925-0137 

Senior Employment Program   1-269-381-5648 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS 

Study GroupñWednesdays at 2:00 pm  

Covenant Prayer Groupñ Thursdays at 11:00 pm 

Craft Show TeamñTue, May 9th at 6:30 pm 

Finance TeamñThu, May 11th at 3:00 pm 

Recipe Round-up Potluck Mon, May 15th 6:00 pm 

Trustee TeamñMon, May 15th at 7:00 pm 

Ad CouncilñTues, May 23rd at 7:00 pm 

Newsletter DeadlineñTue, May 23rd at 11:00 am 

ScrapbookingñFri, May 26th at ^:30 pm 

http://www.chapelhill-craftshow.org
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Special dates 

¶ National Day of Prayer, May 4, 2023 

¶ Motherõs Day, May 14, 2023 

¶ Ascension Day, May 18, 2023 

¶ Armed Forces Day, May 20, 2023 

¶ Victoria Day (Canada), May 22, 2023 

¶ Pentecost, May 28, 2023 

¶ Memorial Day, May 29, 2023 
 

Electronic Giving Available 

Giving to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
can be done by cash, check or now electroni-
cally through your computer, iPad or smart 
phone, anytime and anywhere you have an in-
ternet connection. Electronic Giving (E-Giving) 
allows you to give one time or set-up a stand-
ard amount on a frequency that is convenient 
for your situation. E-Giving provides you with 
an electronic check and credit card options 
and our service provider, Vanco, provides a 
safe and secure platform servicing over 20,000 
organizations with their platform.   

òVanco Mobileó App which is now available in 
your App Store for download. To use the App 
for E-Giving, identify our church as òSodus 
Chapel Hill.ó  You can login to the App by using 
your òGive Plusó User ID and Password. Any in-
formation for recurring giving that you current-
ly have set up will automatically transfer from 
òGive Plusó to òVanco Mobile.ó  If you have 
any problems with the new mobile app, please 
contact the Church Office at 269 927-3454. 

 

For those wishing to send support to Ukraine 
we have added UMCOR (Ukraine) to Van-
co.  You can donate to UMCOR on our web-
site:  www.chapelhillmethodist.org or by 
check to the church with Ukraine in the 
memo. 

 
DID YOU MISS A SUNDAY WORSHIP? 

 
You can view the worship services on   
Facebook and on the Website 

 
Facebook:   

Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
 

Website: 
www.chapelhillmethodist.org 

Berrien County May Events 

May  6  Blossomtime Youth Parade, St Joe 

May 7  Antiques on the BluǠ, St Joe  

  Blessing of the Blossoms, SWMI  

    Research Center 

  Vintage Baseball with House of  

     David, Eden Springs, Benton Har. 

May 13  Family Day at Krasl Art Ctr, St Joe 

  Blossomtime Grand Floral Parade 

  Spring Garden Market, Fernwood  

     Gardens, Niles 

May 14  Open Air Market, Sundays, through 

     Oct 15, Bridgman 

May 16  Keys to the Cities and the Mayors 

     Banquet, Shadowland Ballroom 

May 25  Farmers Market, Thurs. through 

     Sept 7, New BuǠalo 

May 26  Memorial Day Parade, St Joe 

May 27  Farmers Market Saturdays through 

     Oct 14, St Joe 

  New Installation in the East Garden 

     ƞPride WindowƟ, Krasl Art Ctr, SJ 

May 28  Weko Beach Summer Concert 

     Bridgman  

May 29  Memorial Day Parade, Buchanan 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

This  monthõs (May 14th)  Loose 
Change Offering will go to support the 
Operation Christmas Child, Shoebox 
Ministry. 

http://www.chapelhillmethodist.org/
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AD COUNCIL NEWS 
 

At the April  25th Ad Council Team meet-
ing adopted a commitment of faith that 
we, Chapel Hill UMC would remain a Tra-
ditional Church of the Greater United 
Methodist Church. 
 
As we continue in this journey together, 
we want to be known as a faith communi-
ty which acknowledges, respects and en-
courages our traditional values.  Thes val-
ues reflect our understanding of the 
Scriptures.  We further understand we 
have the option of creating a statement 
of faith which more clearly affirm what it 
means to us to be a traditional faith com-
munity. 
 
 

Administrative Council 
Chapel Hill UMC, Sodus 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

The Community Outreach Team is looking 
for those whoõd like o help with the up-
coming events. We have a well balanced 
and hard working team ready to make our 
outreach a success endeavor. 

Up-Coming Events  

June 17thñFatherõs Day Event 
     Sand Rabbit Band Concert 
     Kidõs activities 
     Picnic 
We will need willing volunteers to help 
make this event happen.   
 

October 28thñ 
     Harvest Dinner 
Volunteers needed to organize, prepare, 
and serve the meal.   
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F  C   C 

KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS:  

Esther Peters, Roland òGeneó Williams; Amy 
Oviatt; Elva & Vern Fisher; Tom & Barb Johns; 
Helen Case; Marilyn Mort; Joe & Sandi Young; 
Jean Rakauski; Roberta Faher; Brad Dob-
berstein family; Ed McKenzie; Ross Skibbe; 
Joyce Strunk; Dick & Phyllis Dowsett; Mary 
Betz; Carol Rankin; Lily Mullen; Al Corzine; 
Morrie & Helen Vandenberg; Ruth Shuler; Na-
than Lambrecht;  Myron & Maudy Williams; Jim 
& Gloria Dibbet;  Michelle Dibbet; Louise 
Grosse;  Elizabeth Sapp; Liz Burkhard;  Betty 
Arnt; Don & Norma Goldner; Graydon Pope; 
Beth & Mike DeCoursey; Bill Teichman; Charlie 
Cantrell and Family; Sharon Henderson; Bonnie 
Saurbier; The people of Ukraine; Hands Up Min-
istry; United States Military and their families; 
The United Methodist Church; Our Govern-
ment; victims of violence; individuals and fami-
lies of those with addictions; people with spe-
cial needs and those with mental health issues 
and their families 

 

General Conference Prayer Time 
  
Between 7:00 and 8:00 PM each Sunday, 
letôs drop whatever else weôre doing and 
pray for the United Methodist Church. In 
particular, letôs pray for preparations for 
the meeting of General Conference, 2024. 
Some big decisions are on their docket, 
which will mean some big decisions for 
all United Methodists. 
 
 
For the month of May, focus your 

prayer time on the whole church of 

Jesus Christ. 

CHAPEL HILL LIBRARY & MISSION CRY 

There are many books in the Chapel Hill Li-
brary.  Some have been placed on the rack out-
side the library.  On the table outside the li-
brary there is a complete list of the books on 
the rack.  Feel free to take some.  Keep them 
if they are meaningful to you, or return to rack 
for others to read. 

Mission Cry in Fowlerville, MI, which distributes 
Bibles, non-fiction and fiction Christian books 
world wide.  We donated 312 pounds of books 
to Mission Cry.   

Feel free to donate Bibles and Christian Books 
to Mission Cry.  There is a box under the able, 
outside of the library for your donations. Send 
questions to Barb or Bill Brady.  

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

Mowing:  Sign up for a turn of mowing the 
church and parsonage lawn. See Ken Peters 
for details.  

Greeters: greet all those entering into the 
church on Sunday mornings. 

Liturgists:  assist in the worship service by 
reading scripture, Greeting, Call to Worship,  
and announcements. 

Special Music:  share your musical talents 
with the congregation as a soloist or mem-
ber of the Handbell Choir and/or Vocal 
Choir. 

Lay Leader:  serve as a lay leader, assisting 
the pastors with meetings, liaison between 
the congregation and Charge Conference, 
etc. 

Coffee Hour:  provide cookies/treats for the 
fellowship after worship and/or host the 
coffee hour.   

Sign-up sheets are available on the table in 
the gathering hall and designated areas. 



6 

The Next  

Recipe Round-up  

Potluck Date Night 

Is  

Monday, May 15th at 6:00 pm. 

Hope to See You there with  

your recipes! 

RECIPE ROUND-UP 

 
Pastor Dawn M. Oldenburg  
Invites you to the 

 
Fourth Annual Spring Tea Party 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

At 4:00 pm 
Hinchman United Methodist Church 
8154 Church Court, Berrien Springs 

 

Please RSVP by May 13th 
269 208-9673 

Jokes only a mother could love 

 

Why is a computer so smart? 
It listens to its motherboard. 

Why did you chop the joke book in half? 
Mom said to cut the comedy. 

Why do mother kangaroos hate rainy 
days? 
Because their kids have to play inside! 

What did the mother rope say to her 
child? 
�D́on�·t be knotty.�µ 


