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AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE 

Over the past few weeks we have been reading “The Spirituality of Gratitude,” by Joshua Choonin King. In one of the first chapters, he states, “true gratitude is being 
thankful for the situation we can’t be thankful for by our own strength.” I cannot stress enough how this has informed thinking. It teaches us to be grateful for many areas of our lives 
that we don’t normally look at with gratitude. I am often reminded how ungrateful we can be as a people.  A friend of mine of ten uses the phrase “that’s a First World Problem” 
when others are groaning and complaining about their situation or plight. We have so much, but still do not accept the blessings that God has given us here.   I am reminded of the 
story of the Ten Lepers Men in scripture:  

As Jesus continued on toward Jerusalem, he reached the border between Galilee and Samaria. 12 As he entered a village there, ten 
lepers stood at a distance, 13 crying out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 He looked at them and said, “Go show yourselves to the 
priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed of their leprosy. 15 One of them, when he saw that he was healed, came back to Jesus, 
shouting, “Praise God!” 16 He fell to the ground at Jesus’ feet, thanking him for what he had done. This man was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus 
asked, “Didn’t I heal ten men? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 And Je-

sus said to the man, “Stand up and go. Your faith has healed you.”  

Let’s take a look at this story. Jesus is called aside to answer a requests for mercy. A blessing of a different sort. They were not supposed to come in contact with 
anyone, especially someone of religious authority. They had to; it was a matter of life or death. But they also knew something of the kindness and power of Jesus. Surely, they 
must have thought, if Jesus can cure the blind, heal the lame, and raise the dead, he has the power to help us, too? They were already outcasts and had nothing to lose, so they 

raised their voices in desperate hope. When he saw them he said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests."  

The Master simply told them to go to the priests, who were the first-century physicians. As such they would know if a “real” healing had taken place. Any cure, accord-
ing to the Book of Leviticus, would need to be UL approved, so that their suffering could be ritually restored before entering their community, again. It didn't matter whether a well-
known healer such as Jesus had performed a miracle. The ten men would still have to file a report.  

The Ten Lepers had to ask themselves whether they wanted to go to be scrutinized by the priests. How could they; Jesus has done nothing to assure them of a cure?  
Something in the reputation of Jesus, or perhaps in the way he looked them in the eye, encouraged them that they had met not divine indifference, but God's mercy, on the road. 

You need to look closely here, "as they went they were cleansed." The obedience precedes the healing. It seems almost obvious - but not noted much - if they had not 
gone, they would have remained lepers. No obedience, NO BLESSING. The obedience was part and parcel of receiving God's unmerited grace. The same is true today for all who 
encounter Jesus on the way. 

“Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back . . . Now he was a Samaritan.”   The men go as directed, and then their healing comes. We don't 
know how far they traveled before it dawned on them that they were cured. We do know it could not have been a great distance, because the Samaritan who turned back is able to 
find Jesus. Additionally, the disciples must have been able hear the man's loud praising.  Going back to Jesus definitely involved a detour, a change of plans. 

Until this point, the ten lepers have acted TOGETHER! They had lived together, cried out together, gone off together, and were cleansed together. Now, one of them 
takes off like a drake leaving formation and heads for Jesus. Something changed, quickly, Maybe, his skin was clear, without blemish, or the pain had decreased? Read the laws in 
Leviticus and you will note that something indeed had to change before they were seen by the priests. Whatever happened, the man knows he was blessed, and blessing requires 
gratitude. First he sees, then he turns, then he praises. 

And then, with the Samaritan still humbly at Jesus' feet, come three pointed, rapid-fire questions that cast a pall over all that was being done? Then Jesus answered, 
"Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?"  I admit this has always been a quandary for me. The nine 
who did not give thanks not only appeared rude, they appear misinformed about scriptural holiness. We are the ones who have been blessed by our creation, out of God’s love for 
us.   

Today, this would still be a “First World Problem.” We have one who stands outside the “norm” – and I use that term very loosely here - of culture today, a Samaritan, 
one who wouldn’t understand our faith, or believe the things that we might, but yet, hang out with those that do.  This one is ever more grateful for what God has done for him and 
experiences God's grace.   If we want more of God’s blessings, we might want to praise him for those things we already have. A thankful heart always leads to more blessings, 
even if, as for many of us in this economy, we seemingly don't have a lot to be thankful for. The blessings may come quietly, unexpectedly, or in disguise, but come they will. We 
must choose gratitude to receive them, for our own good.  That’s what the Spirituality of Gratitude is all about.  Praising God through the storms of our lives, being thankful for those 
things that we never give a thought about.   

As we enter this season of gratitude, God's blessings are always available to us.  May you be blessed and may you share gratitude for all the things in your life with 
others 

Pastors Patti and Everett 



2 

Special dates 

• All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2022 

• Daylight saving time ends, November 
6, 2022 

• Veterans Day, November 11, 2022 

• Christ the King Sunday, November 20, 
2022 

• Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 2022 
• First Sunday of Advent, November 27, 

BIRTHDAYS  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

ANNIVERSARIES 

  Yrs  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Mike Glassman 11/2 

Helga Wolske 11/5 

Meagan Burton-Krieger 11/6 

Beth Bush 11/6 

Gary Walter 11/6 

Greg Rhodes 11/11 

Alecksei Berget 11/13 

Jerry Glassman 11/13 

Staci Dixon 11/15 

Andrew Grootendorst 11/15 

Addison Vincent 11/17 

Mark Akright 11/18 

Autumn Walsh-Vincent 11/19 

Erica Rhodes 11/20 

Sally Burgess 11/21 

Beth Rakauski 11/23 

Kathleen Rakauski 11/23 

Bonnie Saurbier 11/23 

Taylor Brink 11/26 

Nicholas Theobald 11/30 

Jeff & Sandy Harner     11/19 34 

Thomas & Elizabeth Sapp 11/22 31 

Brian & Anita Harner    11/26 39 

Vic & Deb Cuthbert Jr.  11/27 46 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS 

Prayer Group— Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 

Study Group—Wednesdays at 1:30 pm 
“Spirituality of Gratitude”  

Handbell Rehearsal—Wednesdays at 6:30 pm          
Chancel Choir Rehearsal—Wednesdays at 7:30 pm 

Finance Team—Thu, Nov 10th at 3:00 pm 

Mission Team—Tue, Nov 15th at 6:30 pm 

Recipe Round-up Potluck Dinner—Thu, Nov 17th 
at 6:30 pm 

Scrapbooking—Fri, Nov 18th at 6:30 pm 

Trustee Team—Mon, Nov 21st at 7:00 pm 

Ad Council—Tues, Nov 22nd at 7:00 pm 

Newsletter Deadline—Tue, Nov 29th at 11:00 am 

 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING 

This  month’s (November13th)  
Loose Change Offering will go to 
support the Bread of Heaven Food 
Pantry. 

RECIPE ROUND-UP 

 

The Next  

Recipe Round-up Potluck Date Night 

Is  

Thursday, November 17th at 6:30 pm. 

Hope to See You there with  

your recipes! 

 
DID YOU MISS A SUNDAY WORSHIP? 

 
You can view the worship services on   

Facebook and on the Website 
 

Facebook:   
Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 

 
Website: 

www.chapelhillmethodist.org 

The final wrap-up meeting for the 43rd an-
nual Chapel Hill Craft Show took place on 
October 18, 2022. It was reported that ap-
proximately 5,314 shoppers came through 
the gates to purchase hand-crafted arts and 
crafts displayed by 256 exhibitors. This year 
we will be able to provide $34,000 to the 
Missions Committee for distribution. 

That also means over the 43 years our 
church has sponsored this event, it has pro-
vided more than $813,007 to mission pro-
jects all over the world. We should all be 
very proud of this accomplishment. 

The entire committee would like to say 
“THANK YOU” to everyone who contributed 
in some way to help make this year’s show a 
success. The exhibitors and shoppers love 
our show but without your support it would 
not be successful. 

 

Craft Show Committee  
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Family Cares & Concerns 

KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS:  

Corey Berget; Linda Carroll; Barb Johns; Roberta 
Faher; Family & Friends of Ann Schroeder; Joyce 
Strunk; Cheryl Kraklau; Dick & Phyllis Dorsett; Cal-
vin & Margaret Prillwitz; Helen Case; Delores Ro-
galski; Elva & Vern Fisher; The people of Ukraine; 
Hands Up Ministry. Lily Mullen; Carolyn Yoder, Pres-
ident of Church Women United; Roland (Gene) Wil-
liams; Darrell Smith; Al Corzine; Morrie & Helen 
Vandenberg; Ruth Shuler; Nathan Lambrecht; Judy 
Walter; Esther Peters;  Myron & Maudy Williams; 
Robert Dunbar;  Jim & Gloria Dibbet;  Michelle Dib-
bet; Louise Grosse;  Elizabeth Sapp; Liz Burkhard;  
Betty Arnt; Don & Norma Goldner; Ed McKenzie; 
Graydon Pope; Beth & Mike DeCoursey; Bill Teich-
man; Charlie Cantrell and Family; Dave & Sharon 
Henderson; Bonnie Saurbier; Sandy Young; Jean 
Rakauski; Mary Betz; COVID 19;  United States Mili-
tary and their families; The United Methodist 
Church; Our Government; victims of violence; indi-
viduals and families of those with addictions; peo-
ple with special needs and those with mental 
health issues and their families. 

 
 
 
 

Needlework Club 
(Adults) 

Tuesdays, 1-3 pm  
Library Community Room 

 
Book Club 

Tuesday, November 8, 3:00 pm 
 
 

Scrabble Morning 
Wednesday, November 16, 11:00 am 
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Electronic Giving Available 

Giving to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
can be done by cash, check or now electroni-
cally through your computer, iPad or smart 
phone, anytime and anywhere you have an in-
ternet connection. Electronic Giving (E-Giving) 
allows you to give one time or set-up a stand-
ard amount on a frequency that is convenient 
for your situation. E-Giving provides you with 
an electronic check and credit card options 
and our service provider, Vanco, provides a 
safe and secure platform servicing over 20,000 
organizations with their platform.   

“Vanco Mobile” App which is now available in 
your App Store for download. To use the App 
for E-Giving, identify our church as “Sodus 
Chapel Hill.”  You can login to the App by using 
your “Give Plus” User ID and Password. Any in-
formation for recurring giving that you current-
ly have set up will automatically transfer from 
“Give Plus” to “Vanco Mobile.”  If you have 
any problems with the new mobile app, please 
contact the Church Office at 269 927-3454. 

 

For those wishing to send support to Ukraine 
we have added UMCOR (Ukraine) to Van-
co.  You can donate to UMCOR on our web-
site:  www.chapelhillmethodist.org or by 
check to the church with Ukraine in the 
memo. 

General Conference Prayer Time 
  
Between 7:00 and 8:00 PM each Sunday, 
let’s drop whatever else we’re doing and 
pray for the United Methodist Church. In 
particular, let’s pray for preparations for the 
meeting of General Conference, 2024. Some 
big decisions are on their docket, which will 
mean some big decisions for all United 
Methodists. 
 
 
For the month of November, focus 

your prayer time on the whole church 

of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

http://www.chapelhillmethodist.org/
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Berrien County October Events 

Sat, Oct 1 8 am04 pm Chapel Hill Arts & Craft Show 

    Berrien Co Youth Fair Grounds 

    Berrien Springs, MI 

 

Sat, Oct 1 & 8    Farmer Market, St. Joseph 

 

Sun, Oct 2   Antiques on the Bluff, St. Joseph 

 

Fri, Oct 7 3 pm  IPAWS Test 

 

Sat, Oct 8   Family Day at Krasl Art Ctr, 

    St. Joseph 

 

Thu, Oct 20   3rd Thursday  Art Event  at Krasl 

    Art Ctr, St. Joseph 

 

Fri, Oct 21– Oct 31  Pumpkins on  Parade, St. Joseph 

 

Fri, Oct 28   Flick-or Treat Film 

    Krasl Art Ctr, St. Joseph 

 

Mon, Oct 31 4:30-6 pm Halloween Trick-or Treat, 

    Benton Harbor Arts District  

    Downtown St. Joseph 

 

 
Chapel Hill UMC Sodus, MI 

Staff  
&  

Contact Information 
 
Phone: (269) 927-3454 
 
Pastors’ Cell:  

Everett  269 806-2816 
Patti  269 806-2814 

 
E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net 
 
Pastors’ email:  

Everett  everett.harpole@gmail.com 
Patti  patti.harpole@gmail.com 

 
Websites:  
http://www.chapelhillmethodist.org/ 
           www.chapelhill-craftshow.org 
 
Facebook:   
    Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
 

    Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m. 
Adult Sunday School:  9:15 a.m. 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship 

 
 

Pastors 
Everett Harpole 

Patti Harpole 
 

Mollie Logan 
Secretary 

 
  Linda Calahan 

Director of Music 

HELPFUL SERVICE NUMBERS 

Social Security:         1-877-405-5457 

Medicare Questions:       1-800-633-4227 

Medicaid Hotline:       1-800-642-3195 

United Way’s “First Call for Help”:     1-800-310-5454 

Legal Aid of Western Michigan  

                                1-888-783-8191 or 1-888-418-1311  

Region IV Area Agency on Aging:    1-800-654-2810 

Veteran’s Assistance & Info:     1-800-827-1000 

Michigan Ombudsman:     1-866-485-9393 

Department of Human Services:    1-269-934-2000 

To Report Abuse/Neglect:     1-855-444-3911 

To Report a Scam:      1-877-765-8388 

Meals on Wheels of SW MI Senior Nutrition Services: 

                   1-269-925-0137 or 1-855-925-0137 

Senior Employment Program   1-269-381-5648 

http://www.chapelhill-craftshow.org
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HANDS UP FOOD MINISTRY 

Hands up Food Ministry is beginning 
their drive for Holiday meal items.  
Please consider purchasing a few ex-
tra items 
as you 
shop for 
the holi-
day. 

  

A veteran’s service 

 

American hero Eddie Rickenbacker (1890-1973) 
led a life of daring and risk, from racing cars as a 
teen to piloting warplanes. Throughout his expe-
riences, Rickenbacker grew in faith while discov-
ering that “life had no meaning except in terms 
of helping others.” 

In the first issue of Guideposts magazine, Ricken-
backer described spending four agonizing 
months of 1941 in the hospital after an accident. 
While recovering, he pondered life and death, 
concluding that he couldn’t give up because he 
still “had work to do, others to serve.” 

Less than two years later, that ordeal came in 
handy. After crashing in the South Pacific, Rick-
enbacker and “seven other starving men” were 
adrift on a raft for 21 days. Most were “so young 
they needed the strength and understanding of 
a man who had been down in the valley of the 
shadow, who had suffered and made sense out 
of his suffering,” he said. “It was clear to me that 
God had a purpose in keeping me alive. … I had 
been saved to serve.” 

CHUMC Visioning Retreat 
Stevensville United Methodist Church  

5506 Ridge Rd.,  
Stevensville MI 49127 

9AM–1PM 
 
 

We would love to have you join us for this im-
portant time in the life of Chapel Hill UMC. 
We have received replies but will need to 
know how many will be coming to join us for 
lunch. There is a sign-up sheet at the back of 
the church, that has other pertinent infor-
mation require for our lunch order. Sign-ups 
will end on November 9, so that we can get 
the order into the café. If you want to bring a 
snack to share, that would be nice. We will 
have coffee, tea, water, iced tea and cider. A 
short opening worship will start at 9:05 in the 
SUMC worship center. At lunch we will pro-
vide a short break for a walk on the premises. 
We are hoping to be done by 1PM but we may 
run a little over. 
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Let the children come to Me; do not hin-
der them, for to such belongs the king-
dom of God.” 
Mark 10:14, ESV 

The mission of Operation Christmas 
Child is to demonstrate God’s love in a 
tangible way to children in need around 
the world. Through this project, Samari-
tan’s Purse partners with the local 
church worldwide to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ and make disciples 
of the nations. 

 

“Every box is an opportunity to reach a 
child with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
 

More than 10.5 million shoebox gifts 
were collected in 2021. 

“Millions of children are coming to the 
Lord Jesus Christ through Operation 
Christmas Child and The Greatest Jour-
ney. These young disciples are sharing 
their faith, and the Gospel is transform-
ing families and communities around 
the world.” 

—Franklin Graham, President, Samaritan’s Purse 

 

 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
(Shoeboxes due at Church Nov. 14th)   

A few Shoeboxes are available on the table un-
der the military bulletin board in the fellow-
ship hall.  Cash donations are also welcomed. 

Please call Deb Harris at 269 470-0557 if you 
have any questions. Or use the website:   

samaritanspurse.org/occ   

The Parsonage septic tank needs to replaced 
after the removal of the tree which is on top 
of it.  

The project will cost $4,500.  Donations to 
the Building Fund would be appreciated. 

Thanks you very much, 

The Board of Trustees 

 

BLUE STAR MOTHERS  

The Blue Star Mothers will be packing Christmas 
packages for the Troops overseas and at home; on 
Saturday, November 12th 9:00am-4:00 pm here at 
the church.  Anyone wishing to donate items for 
their cause may drop them off at the church during 
regular office hours or during the times of the 
event.  Please see the posters on the doors for a list 
of suggested items. 
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CHRISTMAS ANGELS FOR OUR SHUT-INS 

Sunday, November 6 at 3:00 pm here at the 
church; Amanda Powell and Chris Peters will 
be holding a Craft class to make angels for our 
shut-ins.  For $10 you will get instructions and 
supplies to make two angels; one for a shut-in 
and one for you to take home.  Please call the 
church office for pre-register for this project. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

Greeters: greet all those entering into the 
church on Sunday mornings. 

Liturgists:  assist in the worship service by 
reading scripture, Greeting, Call to Worship,  
and announcements. 

Special Music:  share your musical talents with 
the congregation as a soloist or member of the 
Handbell Choir and/or Vocal Choir. 

Lay Leader:  serve as a lay leader, assisting 
the pastors with meetings, liaison between the 
congregation and Charge Conference, etc. 

Coffee Hour:  provide cookies/treats for the 
fellowship after worship and/or host the cof-
fee hour.   

Sign-up sheets are available on the table in the 
fellowship hall and designated areas. 

  

Saturday,  November 26th at 10:00 am 

Come and help with Decking our Halls 
for Christmas.   

Pizza to follow. 

 

Sunday, November 27th 

at 5:00 pm 

The Nurture Team is hosting a light supper 
followed by the movie  

“The Ultimate Gift” 

We will be sharing the 6 gifts from this mov-
ie in the Pastors’ message series for Advent 
which begins November 27, 2022—the first 
Sunday in Advent. 
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Church Office Hours 

 
Tuesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Wednesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 
Hours vary on Holidays 

Staff Education & Vacations 

 
In case of emergency when the office is closed, please try the 
one of the pastors’ cell numbers. 

CHAPEL HILL UMC 
4071 Naomi Rd, Sodus, MI 49126 

 
Phone: (269) 927-3454 
 
Pastor’s Cell: Everett’s 269 664-6359 
 
                      Patti’s 269 806-2814 
 
E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net 
 
Pastor’s email: everett.harpole@gmail.com 
 
                        patti.harpole@gmail.com 
 
Websites:  
www.chapelhillmethodist.org/ 
 
 www.chapelhill-craftshow.org 
 

 
Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School:  9:00 a.m. 
Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
 

Everett Harpole, Pastor 
Patti Harpole, Pastor 

http://www.chapelhill-craftshow.org

