Greetings from Chapel Hill United Methodist
September Newsletter 2019

“Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs
of praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over
them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith
will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will
be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. (James
5:13-16 NIV)

The image of a school bus might make us adults think of our own school days,
gifted teachers, helpers and students, friends, intellectual and creative learning,
fun sports or the growth we experienced. Unfortunately, the image of the
school bus might also remind us of mass shootings, mental illness, bullying, and
the dangers children face as they board buses.
Most Michigan schools start classes on September 3, and nearby Indiana schools
are already in session. Parents can’t always be with children in the midst of dangers and temptations they face around school, but remember that a powerful,
loving God goes with each child.
Caring adults can prepare and guide children through the school year with communication. Communicate with the students in your life about making the best
choices they can when they feel tempted or anxious. Teach students to pray
and expect God’s help. Communicate with God about your own concerns and
blessings. God calls us all to pray, not to tell God about our concerns, as though
God doesn’t already know, but to express trust and praise.
If you have children or grandchildren in school, pray and teach them to pray. If
you teach, pray for each student and lesson. If you drive or cook for school, do
so with prayer. When you drive your own vehicle around school busses, Pray
for God would guide your own responsible choices.
Consider posting the picture of the school bus in a place where you will see it
each day, reminding you to pray. If you have school children in your life, consider writing their school bus number and classroom
information with the picture and praying specifically for them.

In all your prayers, be ready to let God use you as the answer. May this school

The United Methodist Church
to God through Christ (cross)
and the Holy Spirit (flame).
The flame is a reminder of
Pentecost when witnesses
were unified by the power of
the Holy Spirit and saw
"tongues, as of fire" (Acts
2:3).The two tongues of a
single flame may also be understood to represent the
union of two denominations.
The two separate flames represent the Evangelical United
Brethren Church and the
Methodist Church coming together to form the United
Methodist Church.[1]

Finance News
Below is the Total Income and Total Expenses and Net Income or (Loss) for the General Operating
Fund for the month of July, 2019. If the net income is in brackets ( ) it means we did not receive
enough income to cover the expenses.
General Operating Fund Income and Expense
July 31, 2019

January 1 – July 31, 2019

Total Income

$ 10,574.50

$ 70,007.52

Total Expenses

$ 14,729.84

$ 82,593.00

Net Income (Loss)

$ (4,155.34)

($ 12,585.48)

The General Operating Fund Balance as of July 31, 2019 is $ 322.85.
The Building Fund Balance as of July 31, 2019 is $ 16,639.55 and our goal is $20,000.
The Trustees have contracted for the Parsonage Roof replacement for August, 2019
and we need your assistance to reach the Church’s fundraising goal of $20,000 before
the end of August, while continuing your support toward the monthly operating expenses of the Church (electric, gas, phone, staff, building maintenance, etc.). Make
sure your contribution to the Building Fund is clearly indicated on your envelope or
check so it is appropriately allocated to your giving account. Thank you to all our
Members for your continued financial support of the Church’s financial needs.
If you have any questions or would like to see different information, please contact
any Member of the Finance Committee. The Members serving in 2019 are: Gary Walter,
Chair, Deb Cuthbert, Margie Krieger, Pastor Brenda Gordon, Elizabeth Sapp, Bob Wesner, Tom Johns, Isla Case and Ken Krieger.

Up Coming Events & Save the Dates

Come take a trip--to Lancaster, PA, May 11-16, 2020, and
leave the driving to Diamond Tours. The bus will leave from
Sodus Chapel Hill at 8 a.m. on the Monday after Mother's Day
next year. Cost is $559 with a $75 deposit when you sign
up. Brochures are available in the Fellowship Hall. Trip includes seeing The Queen Esther show at Sight-Sound Theatre,
guided tour of Philadelphia, Gettysburg National Park, Landis
Valley Museum & Village, guided tour of Lancaster including
Amish country, and Kitchen Kettle Village visit. Trip sponsored
by Nurture Committee. For more information check with Barb
Brady, 269-925-6717.

Mark your Calendar,
Church Picture Make
-Up Day Sept.3rd
Sign up online today
or call the office for
assistance
https://ucdir.com/
schedule/login.php
Church Code:
mi1266 & Password: photos

https://www.diamondtours.com/
lancaster-amish-country-bus-tour
Backpacks and supplies

Are being collected for Eau
Claire School Students in
need please consider donating today.

Special dates
• Labor Day, September 2, 2019
•
•
•
•

National Grandparents Day, September 8, 2019
Patriot Day, September 11, 2019
Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15 – Oct. 15, 2019
First day of autumn, September 23, 2019

Supplies are being left in
the fellowship hall
Thank you and God Bless
you
Exciting News !

Our Website
Is Up & Running !

Harvest Dinner (Swiss Steak) will Be held on October 26th, 2019, 5-6:30 p.m. Tickets will be for
sale Sunday, Oct. 6 after church and will be limited to 200 meals. Sign-up sheet for donations
will also be in the Fellowship Hall on Oct. 6.

New Website has been
launched. All newsletters
and future calendar updates can be found online.
http://
chapelhillmethodist.org

Saturday, October 5, 2019, will mark the 40th year for Chapel Hill UMC to sponsor the best arts and crafts show in the area.
The proceeds from this show, a 39 year total of $705,725 represents the amount of money given to missions all over the world.
A few changes will occur this year:
1.

We will celebrate our 40th year with music. We have hired a guitarist that literally plays everything.
He will be located outside, close to the exhibitor buildings.

2.

We will be adding large, colored banners over the doors of each building with specific information to advertise Chapel Hill United
Methodist Church.

3.

We will increase the entrance fee to $3.00 per person to be in line with other area shows.

Once again we ask your help in distributing flyers to surrounding communities. You’ll find them on the table in the fellowship hall. Please help us
advertise by giving them to your friends, neighbors, co-workers, senior centers, craft shops, schools, doctor/dentist offices, hair dressers,
restaurants, etc. Also, please feel free to take one of the large red shopping bags on the table. Use them as you shop to help us advertise.
We are asking all exhibitors and volunteers that arrive on Friday to come in the Shawnee Road entrance. The front gate (Gate 2) will be closed until
7:00 am on Saturday. We need to keep traffic from building up on Old 31 (M139).
The bake sale is always successful for the craft show. You need to identify your baked goods & state the ingredients so that people with allergies
will know if they can eat them. We cannot sell any baked goods without labels. You will find free labels on the table by the flyers. Sugar free items
are always welcome.
If you’ve never seen our website, check it out at www.chapelhillcraftshow.org. Also, take a look at our Facebook Page that is reaching literally hundreds of people. Within Facebook, type Chapel Hill Craft Show in the search box and it will appear. We encourage you to click “like” and
“share” (so our posts will be seen by hundreds more people).
The core committee works all year putting the craft show together. But the day of the show we need you! There are sign-up sheets on the table in
the fellowship hall. They list all volunteer positions available you might be interested in, and will include categories of bake sale items you can sign
up to bring.
We sincerely hope you will pray for the success of the show as well as consider what you can do to help. If you are unable to serve, donations will be
graciously accepted for the multitude of things we need to purchase. It’s you, the volunteers & donors, who make our show a success!
Barb Johns,
Administrative Chairperson

The Hands Up Ministry barrel located in the Fellowship Hall is waiting
for your donation of non-perishable food items. Your donations help to
feed the needy within our local communities. If there is a surplus of
items, Hands-Up donates them to the Berrien Bread of Life program.
Please consider bringing in food items to help those less fortunate that live
in nearby communities.
Mission Committee News:
Please consider saving your Pennies, and donating them to the Berrien County Cancer Service (BCCS). There is a Glass Jar located on the Mission Table
outside the library that is designated for your pennies (larger coins & bills are
also accepted). A special collection of “Pennies for Patients” is held in the
spring, but donations can happen anytime of the year.
The BCCS provides no cost skilled Oncology services for cancer patients and
related illnesses, along with support groups for Berrien County residents.
To learn more, go to: bccancerservice.org

Back-to-school humor
What kind of school do you go to if you’re …
… an ice cream man? Sundae school
… a giant? High school
… a surfer? Boarding school
… King Arthur? Knight school
Teacher: What’s the chemical formula for water?
Student: H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O
Teacher: What are you talking about?
Student: Yesterday you said it was H to O.
Math teacher: A person from LA drove toward New York at 250 miles per
hour as a person from New York drove toward LA at 150 miles per hour.
Where did they meet?
Student: In jail!

In sync

Hand Bell and Choir Practice
starts soon, If you love music and
love to sing please join in, starting
Wednesday, September 3, 2019
Bells 6:30 & Choir 7:30 pm

Need another reason to join the choir? Consider
this: Neuroscientists in Sweden discovered that
singers’ heartbeats tend to synchronize, which
leads to a sense of emotional calm and bonding.
“Joint action leads to joint perspectives,” write
the researchers. “In other words, singers may
change their egocentric perspective of the
world to a ‘we-perspective,’ which causes them
to perceive the world from the same point of
view.”
So start singing — and enjoy the many benefits
and blessings of being part of a choir!

"Ring Out, Wild Bells"
Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.
Ring out the grief that saps the mind,
For those that here we see no more,
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to all mankind.
Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.
—Alfred, Lord Tennyson, from “In Memoriam”
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If your special day was not listed
please call the office so we can update our records.© Denotes a child
Happy Anniversary & Happy Birthday to those whom may have not
been noted, you are
and
loved.
Church Potluck Gathering will be
held on Sunday September 29th.
We will celebrate all the Birthdays
& Anniversaries
Just a reminder please bring your
own place settings. We are Going
Green.

Bible Quiz

What number fits in all the blanks to reveal God’s instructions to Joshua about the city of Jericho?
Israelite warriors, led by __ priests blowing __ ram’s-horn trumpets for __ days, would march around the city once a
day, except for the last day, when they would march around it __ times; then the walls of Jericho would fall.
A. one
B. three
C. five
D. seven
Answer: D (See Joshua 6:1-5.)

Chapel Hill UMC Sodus,MI
Church Office Hours
Phone: (269) 927-3454
Parsonage: (269) 925-4528

Tuesday

9:00 am to 2:00 pm

E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net

Wednesday

9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Pastor’s email: begordon68@hotmail.com

Thursday

9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Pastor’s Cell: (231) 631-1055

Websites: http://chapelhillmethodist.org/
www.chapelhill-craftshow.org

Hours vary on Holidays
Staff Education & Vacations

Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m.
Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Brenda Gordon, Pastor

In case of emergency when the office is
closed, please try the parsonage (925-4528)

