September 2020
What a summer it has been! I pray that fall, beginning this month, will bring us closer to health and freedom to do things we have missed over the past several months.
In Church, the month of September brings a few new opportunities as well as the return of communion
and praise service.
We will return to the communion table on September 6 for the first time since March. Our method of
sharing the elements will look different. The invitation to grace, the fellowship with God, and Gift of Jesus’
body and blood are new and fresh, yet timeless and eternal.
We had a praise service planned for August 30 but it was necessary to reschedule. Hopefully, we can experience a praise service one Sunday in September.
On September 20, we will have a service that is new to me and new to Chapel Hill. We will celebrate special needs/ disability awareness. At least 2 special visitors are planning to come and participate, and I’ve
spoken to a couple of people in our Chapel Hill family about how they can participate.
September 27 or October 4, I will start a sermon series based on a book called “God Unbound, Wisdom
from Galatians for the Anxious Church,” by Elaine. A Heath. With all that’s going on around our denomination, our country, and the world, I hope we find hope, peace, and guidance from the book of Galatians.
Also, in order to stay more closely connected with those of you who do not gather at the church yet, we
have 2 new ways for you to experience the Sunday service.
For those with internet access, we will begin putting our whole Sunday service online instead of just the
scripture and sermon.
If you do not have internet access, the church has CDs of our Sunday service, which I can send you. The
church will also subscribe to “sermon by phone”. I will give you a phone number that you can call from any
phone to hear the most recent sermon.
If you have other ideas about how we can creatively and safely enrich our church life and stay connected in
the coming weeks, please share those ideas with me.
Blessings,
Pastor Brenda

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Prayer Group will be meeting every Wed.at 1 pm

Trustee Meeting Monday Sept. 14th at 7pm
Finance Meeting will be held Sept.10th at 7pm
Ad. Council Meeting Sept. 22nd at 7 pm
Nurture Team Meeting Sept. 24th 6 pm

WHO AM I ?
This is a fun fact about someone in our church family. Ask around and see if
you can figure out who it is. We will give the
answer and another fun fact about a different
person if we have one next month. Feel free to
submit fun facts to Pastor Brenda for use in later
newsletters.
Last months Who am I was Roberta Faher

Special dates

If you have a fun fact please contact Pastor
Brenda and we will plan to have a Who am I
next month

• Labor Day, September 7, 2020
•
•
•
•

Patriot Day, September 11, 2020
National Grandparents Day, September 13, 2020
Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15–Oct. 15, 2020
First day of autumn, September 22, 2020

Get Your Daily Dose of Scripture Meditation
Weekdays Tuesday-Saturday held on Pastor
Brenda’s Personal Facebook Page.

September 16 Chapel Hill will host a Blood
Drive in support of American Red Cross

The time of the drive will be from
11:00 am till 5:00 pmPlease give the gift of life,
sign up online today to reserve your appointment.
www.redcrossblood.org

My Prayer for Strength and Healing
O Mighty God, I thank You for Your Word that says that You
do not see people in the same way that other people do.
You see that we have been created in Your image and likeness. You see that there are no racial differences, because
with You, Lord, what is beneath the surface is who we are.
What is on the outside is our temporary earthly body. It is
our shell. So, I thank You, that I no longer need to be concerned about external judgment, because You, Father, look
inside me and know who I am. You know my heart, my God.
I am Yours and in You I find my strength! I declare healing
in Jesus’ name. Amen.
1 Samuel 16:7

Prayer
for
Racial
Healing

Electronic Giving Available
Giving to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church can
be done by cash, check or now electronically
through your computer, ipad or smart phone, anytime and anywhere you have an internet connection. Electronic Giving (E-Giving) allows you to give
one time or setup a standard amount on a frequency that is convenient for your situation. E-Giving
provides you with an electronic check and credit
card options and our service provider, Vanco, provides a safe and secure platform servicing over
20,000 organizations with their platform.
To E-Give, go to: www.chapelhillmethodist.org/giveonline/ and follow the prompts. There is a mobile

Time for a pop quiz!
Tests don’t end once you finish school. Churchgoers of all ages can regularly conduct these quick assessments:
• The worship test: Do I faithfully attend worship services and Bible studies?
• The weather test: Am I a “fair weather” Christian? Do conditions that wouldn’t keep me from work keep me from church?
• The work test: Am I willing to put my talents to use for my church? Can the congregation count on me to help however
possible, or am I too busy elsewhere?

+Christian Symbol+

Cross Crosslet
This cross is formed of four smaller Latin
crosses joined at their overlapping bases.
The cross as a whole represents the
spreading of the gospel to the four corners
of the earth. This cross is often used in

BISHOP DAVID BARD
Michigan Area
Waking up and getting ready for work a couple of days following annual conference, and most days work
is just down the hall. I was watching CBS This Morning while eating breakfast. There was a quick story
about happiness and the importance of small moments for happiness. The story was not arguing that
there are not wonderfully momentous moments that make us happy, but rather that we should not think
of happiness only in such terms.
I thought of the psalm I had read days earlier in which readers are encouraged to give thanks to God for
God’s wonderful works among humankind, including the good things of life. “Let them thank the Lord for
God’s steadfast love and God’s wonderful works to humankind. The Lord satisfies the thirsty, and the
hungry are filled with good things.” (Psalm 107:8-9) I thought about Diana Butler Bass’ book on gratitude, where she writes: “Gratitude calls us to sit together, to imagine the world as a table of hospitality. To feed one another. To feast, to dance in the streets. … Gratitude empowers us. It makes joy and
love possible.” (Gratitude, 186)
We are living in a time when giving thanks is made difficult by circumstances. Our country continues to
struggle to contain the coronavirus pandemic. Polarization in our society makes it much more difficult to
encourage action for the common good. We continue to reckon with a history that has excluded persons
from full participation in a common good based on race. We live in troubled times.
The weight of our world often weighs heavy on my heart and soul. Yet this strange and challenging time
of pandemic has also offered many moments that evoke gratitude and bring joy. Coming away from annual conference, I am deeply grateful for all those who worked diligently, thoughtfully, and patiently to
make this work. We were able to care for our necessary business without significant technical difficulties.
There were many times over the three days, and in days preparing for annual conference, that my heart
was offering virtual hugs and applause to conference staff and volunteers for all their work.
I continue to be heartened by the response of so many of you to the coronavirus as you make decisions
for your churches. I know this is challenging. We long to be together in more familiar ways. After our virtual annual conference, any number of us could be heard to say, “We are really glad we know we can do
this, and we hope we never have to have annual conference this way again.” We want to be together,
but we must continue to do so as safely as we can, even when that may mean being together is being
together virtually. Jesus is present even where the two or three who gather in his name do so virtually.
Jesus is present even where the two or three who gather in his name do so while maintaining social distance. Jesus is present even where the two or three who gather in his name do so while wearing face
coverings. The music that gives praise to God can sometimes be music that is sung only in the heart.
I am heartened by the deep sense I get that we are coming to a unique place in our country where the
desire to dismantle systems of racism, that have been built over time, is reaching a tipping point. Yes,
the work will be hard, and it is the work of Jesus Christ. Diana Butler Bass, in her book on gratitude also
writes, “the deepest experiences of gratitude move us beyond islands of isolation into connection and
community” (p. 100). There seems to be renewed energy for and commitment to the work of creating a
more beloved community, where we are grateful for the diverse gifts that can come from all people. Using Diana Butler Bass’ words, the beloved community is a table of hospitality to which all are invited, a
table at which we feed one another. It is a feast and a dance, and we recognize that it is a more joyous
feast and a more delightful dance when all are welcome.
You heard me say during my annual conference sermon that I am in the process of working with conference leaders to form an anti-bias/anti-racism working group. I expect this team will be in place by the
end of the month and will begin its work in September. We will be looking at our conference structures,
policies, and procedures. We will be offering resources for local congregations. Expect to hear more
about the work of this group in the coming weeks.

Speaking of resources for anti-bias/anti-racism work,
there are a lot of good materials available. I would encourage you, as you are reading some of these works
or watching some of these videos, not to let yourself get
too sidetracked when you may disagree in some way
with the writer. I’ve recently re-read Robin DiAngelo, White Fragility, and finished Ibram X. Kendi, How To
Be an Anti-Racist. I don’t agree with everything I read in
either book and, no surprise, there are points of disagreement between these authors. Yet I continue to
learn a great deal from both.
I encourage us to do our best to stay focused on some
crucial points: racialized thinking and racism are woven
into our history (think about indigenous persons, think
about race-based chattel slavery, think about the way
eugenics played a role in debates about immigration
and who was “white” in the early twentieth century); being “white” has been seen as a norm, and we who fit
that category have benefitted (this is not to deny that
the “benefits” of being white have been unequally distributed, for poverty is a reality among all people); we
are not powerless to create a more encompassing community, and the church is called to do just that in the
name and spirit of Jesus who “has broken down the dividing wall.” (Ephesians 2:14) Two theologically-rooted
resources I would invite you to consider are these:
Jemar Tisby, The Color of Compromise, a history of the
church’s complicity with racism in America (both a book
and a video series); and Jim Wallis, America’s Original
Sin.
Small moments have also been more personal. Listening to the funeral for John Lewis, the Rev. James Lawson quoted two poems that I later looked up to read
again, and both were gifts (Czeslaw Milosz, “Meaning,”
and Langston Hughes, “I Dream a World”). I continue to
find poems that create small moments of joy and gratitude in this difficult time, poems about sadness, tenderness, music, disappointment, difficulty, and love.

Julie and I have been very faithful in our walking and
have been adding bicycling to our routine. Over the
years, music has brought joy and evoked gratitude, and during this time, I am rediscovering jazz pianist Bill
Evans. I would nominate Waxahatchee, “Saint Cloud” as my favorite pandemic cd to date.
Small moments of joy and happiness for which I am grateful. I do indeed find that such gratitude empowers
me for the challenging work in this difficult time. Gratitude encourages connection and community, inviting
me to work with God and others in the creation of a better world – a feast where we feed each other, a
dance in which all might participate. Gratitude reminds me of God whose work among humankind is wonderful beyond description and whose grace is intertwined with all life’s good gifts.
I am taking time for small moments on this joyful journey.

Happy Blessed Anniversary &
Happy Blessed Birthday to those whom
may have not been noted.
You are loved and
We will celebrate all the Birthdays
& Anniversaries in Spirit
If your special day was not listed please call the
office so we can update our records.

© Denotes a child

Happy Couple

Date

William & Barb Brady

09/28

David & Linda Calahan

09/19

Years
Married

50

Kenneth & Chris Peters

09/03

49

Andrew & Betty Grootendorst

09/24

32

Alan & Amy Berget

09/19

22

Allen & Shireen Hall Jr.

09/08

19

Christopher & Chasity Oehler

09/09

3

Marilynn Heim

09/01

Lori Bennett

09/02

Marilyn Kraklau

09/05

Vic Cuthbert Jr.

09/05

Tom Johns

09/06

Margie Krieger

09/09

Jeff Harner

09/11

Cody Bennett

09/15

Heather Watson

09/16

Amber Perkins

09/16

Spencer DeCoursey

09/18

Drew Perkins

09/19

Linda Bennett

09/20

Kaydence Haycox

09/20

Allen Hall Jr.

09/23

Chad Case

09/25

Kinley Scott ©

09/25

George Skibbe

09/26

Heather Theobald

09/26

Carol Quattrin

09/27

Kevin McCoy

09/27

Stacy Bruder

09/27

Shannon Bennett

09/28

Clara Latislaw

09/30

Friday September 11, 2020
Sunday September 13th
It’s the day to celebrate the love
and support you have been so
blessed to received. And too those
who no longer have they're

Observe Patriot Day
On the direction of the President, the flag of the United States of America should
be displayed on the homes of Americans, the White House and all United States
government buildings in the whole world. The flag should be flown at half-staff
as a mark of respect to those who died on September 11, 2001. Many people
observe a moment of silence at 8:46 AM (Eastern Daylight Time). This marks the
time that the first plane flew into the World Trade Center. Some communities,
particularly in the areas directly affected by the attacks, hold special church services or prayer meetings. People who personally experienced the events in 2001
or lost loved ones in them, may lay flowers or visit memorials.

grandparents with you, it’s a
great day to reflect on those
great memories.

Many parts, one body

Monday, September 7
Labor Day is a federal holiday in the United States celebrated on the first
Monday in September to honor and recognize the American labor movement and the works and contributions of laborers to the development and
achievements of the United States. It is the Monday of the long weekend known as Labor Day Weekend.

Through the teaching, support, sacrifice,
worship and commitment of the church, utterly ordinary people are enabled to do some
rather extraordinary, even heroic acts, not
on the basis of their own gifts and abilities,
but rather by having a community capable of
sustaining Christian virtue. The church enables us to be better people than we could
have been if left to our own devices.
—Stanley Hauerwas and William
Willimon, Resident Aliens

Beginning in the late 19th century, as the trade union and labor movements grew, trade unionists proposed that a day be set aside to celebrate
labor. "Labor Day" was promoted by the Central Labor Union and
the Knights of Labor, which organized the first parade in New York City. In
1887, Oregon was the first state of the United States to make it an official public holiday. By the time it became an official federal holiday in
1894, thirty states in the United States officially celebrated Labor Day.[

Witnesses at work

Bible Quiz

Which of these was not one of the 10 plagues
God brought against Egypt to persuade Pharaoh to let the Hebrew people go?
A. an abundance of frogs
B. the Nile River turned to blood
C. the collapse of the pyramids
D. thick darkness

It is at work more than at church that the real moral — and immoral —
decisions are being rendered about the health of our planet, our bodies,
our children, our very souls.
Work is the adult arena for spiritual decision-making, whether we are
talking about the waste our species spews into the earth, or the violence
and titillating sex that dominates our television programming, or the inane political issues that get raised to fever pitch in order to drown out the
real issues. It is in our work ... that the moral issues of our lives play out.
And ... it is in our work that spirituality itself will be redeemed.

Answer: C (See Exodus 7:14–12:32.
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&
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Phone: (269) 927-3454
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Pastor’s Cell: (231) 631-1055
E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net
Pastor’s email: begordon68@hotmail.com
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Creator God, keep our eyes above the
waves when the chaos overflows its
banks. Sustain us in the struggle.
Amen. #miumc #umc #DailyDevotions
Stay plugged into the word of god daily with umc daily devotions

www.chapelhill-craftshow.org
Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m.
Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Brenda Gordon
Pastor
Al Corzine
Maintenance
Linda Calahan
Volunteer Secretary

Sanda Krull
Nursery Attendant
Dr. Ken Logan
Director of Music

Church Office Hours
Tuesday

9am- 2pm

Wednesday

9am- 2pm

Thursday

9am- 2pm

Hours vary on Holidays
Staff Education & Vacations
In case of emergency when the office is
closed, please try the parsonage
(269-925-4528)
WSBT OR WNDU for Cancellations of
Service and Events.

