2021
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:20,26 20 Yes, there are many parts, but only one body. 21 The eye can never say to
the hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.” 26 If one part suffers, all the parts
suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad.
Richard Avery wrote in 1972 (copyright Hope Publishing)
“I am the Church! You are the Church! We are the Church together!
All who follow Jesus, all around the world, Yes, we’re the Church together!
We are the body of Christ! We are the church. All of us important, loved, and responsible for our part in God’s
work.
Sadly, I’ve noticed widening of the division between people in the past 18 months or so. The virus, the vaccine, masking, distancing, in person vs virtual gatherings, politics, offense, decisions within the United Methodist Church, and the
list goes on.
God made us all different, with our own gifts, talents, and experience. God gave us the ability to choose what we believe, and do, and say. Disagreements will happen and, when they are handled with love, forgiveness, patience, and
grace, they can actually build up the body, the Church, rather than tear it apart, even if it means we worship in different places under different denominational names.
The central proposal going before the General Conference, the global governing body of the United Methodist
Church, now scheduled for August 29-September 6, 2022, is called The Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through
Separation. It was written to give people the choice to worship in congregations, conferences, and denominations
that are like-minded, particularly on the issue of homosexual pastors and same-sex marriage.
The protocol has changed already from its original form, and it may be further amended even during the General Conference Session. Right now, it looks as though there will be 2 or maybe three choices of denominations that maintain
basic Methodist/Wesleyan theology while dividing on the basis of their stance on homosexuality. One choice will be
very traditional, not allowing homosexual pastors or officiating at same-sex weddings; one will be “progressive,” embracing homosexual marriage and ordination, and a third could potentially encourage the flexibility for congregations
and pastors to choose.
Chapel Hill leaders plan to develop a poll to help clarify individual stances on the issue and guide congregational decision making. We will keep you updated as General conference approaches and the Choices offered under the protocol, along with their implications, become clearer.
Please continue to pray for the world around us, the Church at large, and Chapel Hill Church as we move forward by
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LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Prayer Group—Wednesdays at 1:00 pm

This month’s (September 12th) Loose
Change Offering will go to support the
Bread of Heaven Food Pantry.

Finance Team—Thursday, Sept 9th at 7:00 pm
Craft Show Team—Tuesday, Sept 14th @ 6:30 pm

BETHLEHEM OR BUST!!!

Trustees—Monday, Sept 20th at 7:00 pm
SPRC—Tuesday, Sept 21st at 7:00 pm

Let's go to Bethlehem for Christmas virtually

Scrapbooking—Friday, Sept 24th at 6:30 pm

Each chapter read in the Bible counts as one mile.
Turn in your name and chapters read in designated
container at church, or by phone or e-mail at church
office. As of 8/22/21 we have traveled 1240 miles
from Sodus. We are 481 miles over the ocean.

Ad Council—Tuesday, Sept 28 at 7:00 pm
Newsletter Deadline—Tuesday. Sept 28th @ 9 am

Plan to read at least one chapter this week.
SODUS TOWNSHIP LIBRABRY
Mon, Sept 6th

Labor Day—Closed

Tue, Sept 14th

Afternoon Book Club
3:00-4:00 pm at Library

HELPFUL SERVICE NUMBERS
Social Security:

1-877-405-5457

Medicare Questions:

1-800-633-4227

Medicaid Hotline:

1-800-642-3195

United Way’s “First Call for Help”:

1-800-310-5454

Anniversaries

Legal Aid of Western Michigan
1-888-783-8191 or 1-888-418-1311

Happy Couple

Date

Years

Kenneth & Chris Peters
Allen & Shireen Hall Jr.
Christopher & Chasity Oehler Sr
Alan & Amy Berget
David & Linda Calahan
Andrew & Betty Grootendorst
William & Barb Brady

9/3
9/8
9/9
9/19
9/19
9/24
9/28

50
20
4
23
51
33

Region IV Area Agency on Aging:

1-800-654-2810

Veteran’s Assistance & Info:

1-800-827-1000

Michigan Ombudsman:

1-866-485-9393

Department of Human Services:

1-269-934-2000

On Sale now

To Report Abuse/Neglect:

1-855-444-3911

SUPERBOOKS

To Report a Scam:

1-877-765-8388

See Sandy Keath

Meals on Wheels of SW MI Senior Nutrition Services:

If interested in purchasing one.

1-269-925-0137 or 1-855-925-0137
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Birthdays
Marilynn Heim
Lori Bennett
Vic Cuthbert Jr.
Marilyn Kraklau
Tom Johns
Margie Krieger
Jeff Harner
Cody Bennett
Amber Perkins
Heather Watson
Dan Carroll
Drew Perkins
Linda Bennett
Hazen Harner Jr.
Lori Calahan
John Glassman Jr.
Allen Hall Jr.
Conner Vladic
Chad Case
Kinley Scott
George Skibbe
Heather Theobald
Stacy Bruder
Kevin McCoy
Carol Quattrin
Shannon Bennett
Clara Latislaw

9/1
9/2
9/5
9/5
9/6
9/9
9/11
9/15
9/16
9/16
9/17
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/23
9/23
9/23
9/23
9/25
9/25
9/26
9/26
9/27
9/27
9/27
9/28
9/30

SUNDAY FUN DAYS

Sunday, September 12th
National Grandparent Day
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September 5th

Cheese Pizza Day;
Read a Book Day

September 12th

Chocolate Milkshake Day

September 19th

International Talk Like a
Pirate Day

September 26th

Love Note Day

Electronic Giving Available

Giving to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church can
be done by cash, check or now electronically
through your computer, iPad or smart phone, anytime and anywhere you have an internet connection. Electronic Giving (E-Giving) allows you to give
one time or setup a standard amount on a frequency that is convenient for your situation. E-Giving
provides you with an electronic check and credit
card options and our service provider, Vanco, provides a safe and secure platform servicing over
20,000 organizations with their platform.
To E-Give, go to: www.chapelhillmethodist.org/giveonline/ and follow the prompts. There is a mobile

Visioning/Planning for our Future
In January, a group of our members met
to discuss the future of Chapel Hill UMC,
Sodus. That planning meeting has produced more opportunities for our members to participate in a two short term
Task Forces. Objectives: 1. Communication and 2. Outreach, to determine ministries and area to be reached. If you
are interested, please contact Pastor
Brenda.

General Conference Prayer Time
Between 7:00 and 8:00 PM each Sunday,
let’s drop whatever else we’re doing and
pray for the United Methodist Church. In
particular, let’s pray for preparations for the
meeting of General Conference, August 26
thru September 6, 2022. Some big decisions
are on their docket, which will mean some
big decisions for all United Methodists.
Focus your prayers on the world around

us, the Church at large, and Chapel Hill Church
as we move forward by God’s grace.
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Berrien County AUGUST Events
Sundays through Oct 17 Bridgman Open Air
Market
Saturdays, through Oct 9 St. Joe Farmers Market
Saturday, Sept 4th

Lake Bluff Artisan Faire, St. Joe

Sunday, Sept 5th

Antiques on the Bluff, St. Joe

Sunday, Sept 5th

Weko Beach Summer Concert,
Bridgman

Wednesday, Sept 8th

Krasl Art Ctr Family Night,
Benton Harbor Library

Saturday, Sept, 11th

Family Day at Krasl Art Ctr, St Joe

Monday, Sept 13th

First Classes begin at Krasl Art Ctr,
St Joe

Friday, Sept 17th

Friday Night Concert Series, Final
Concert, St. Joe

Saturday, Sept 18th

Annual Fall Fest, St Joe

OUR CHURCH NEEDS: Volunteers to mow,
trim church bushes, refinish outdoor wooden train, and refinish parsonage deck.
Please sign the clipboard in the fellowship
hall or call the office.

Thursday, Sept 30th-Oct 3rrd
Four Flags Area Apple Fesitival
Downtown Niles

CRYSTAL SPRINGS CAMP DECOMMISSIONING
Sunday, September 12, 2021
2-4 pm
33774 Crystal Springs Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047
Michigan Area United Methodist Camping has
sold Crystal Springs as a strategic plan for a
more sustainable future of camp and retreat
ministry. The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
purchased to land which is adjacent to the land
they already own.
Public is invited to attend. The historic camp
has been host to over 160 years of revivals,
family camps, summer camps, weddings, retreats and more. It is important to honor those
memories and give time and space to return
sacred land to other uses.
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Saturday, October 2, 2021, will mark the 42nd year for Chapel Hill UMC to sponsor
the best arts and crafts show in the area. Unfortunately, the 41st show was cancelled due to the pandemic. It appears at this time the 2021 show will proceed as
planned.
Again we ask your help in distributing flyers to surrounding communities. You’ll find
them on the table in the fellowship hall. Please help us advertise by giving them to
your friends, neighbors, co-workers, senior centers, schools, doctor/dentist offices,
restaurants, hair dressers, etc.
As usual, we need your wonderful baked goods to continue our infamous bake sale,
a very successful part of our show. Please identify your items and state the ingredients so that people with allergies will know if they can eat them. We cannot sell
any baked goods without labels. You will find free labels on the table by the flyers
as well as categories of baked goods you can sign up to bring. Also, sugar free items
are always welcome.
We are also in need of many volunteers throughout the fairgrounds. There are signup sheets on the table in the fellowship hall that list all volunteer positions available. Our church is aging and the volunteer list gets shorter every year. If you know
of a friend, neighbor or family member (over 16) that you think would have an interest in serving the Lord by volunteering to work at our show, please contact Marcia Allen at 269-944-1318.
We sincerely hope you will pray for the success of the show as well as consider how
you can help. If you are unable to serve, donations will be graciously accepted for
the multitude pf things we need to purchase.
Thank you so much,
Barb Johns
Administrative Chairperson
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Come Help Us Celebrate!
Please join us at an Open House to celebrate the
100th Birthday
of
Clara Latislaw
Saturday, September 25th from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Chapel Hill United Methodist Church.
4071 Naomi Rd, Sodus, MIchigan
Light hors d'oeuvres and cake will be served. Clara is requesting no gifts. We are requesting
that you mail or email a story or memory of Clara, or how she may have impacted your life in
some way. You may also send any pictures you may have. We will be putting them in a book
to present to her.

Please R.S.V.P. by September 6th. Thank you.
Judy Walter - feathervalley65@gmail.com – 269-985-3812
The Walters, 16766 Cleveland Avenue, Galien, MI 49113
Dixie Dibble - Tdibble@cpuinc.net – 269-208-3140
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FUNDRAISER FOR THE BUILDING FUND
August 1-October 31

The top-priority project involves, gutters for the church
building and replacing the roof on the sanctuary, which
will cost several thousand dollars.
So let’s start a ‘PENNY WAR”! Here is how it works. 1)
each team is selected by the color bulletin you have at
the August 1st Worship Service (Couples can choose
which team, by the color they’ve received, they want to
be on.) 2) Each team has a jar with corresponding color
for collecting money. Checks made out to the church
with “Building Funds” on the memo line, will be counted
towards your team’s money total but no points added or
subtracted. Points are as follows:
Penny= +1 point

Nickels= -5 points

$1 bill= +100 points

Dimes= -10 points

$5 bill= +500 points

Quarters= -25 points

$10 bill= +1000 points

½ dollar coins= -50 points

$20 bill= +2000 points

Dollar coins= -100 points

$50 bill= +5000 points
$100 bill= +10000 points
The idea is to put pennies and paper money in your own
team’s jar and put silver coins in another team’s jar to
reduce their points. Enjoy! And thank you for helping

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED

Invites you to “Human Rights Day”
Friday, September 10, 2021 beginning at 1:00 pm
At Fairplain Presbyterian Church,
210 W Napier, Benton Harbor
They will be indoors, but able to sit at tables socially distancing. Wearing a mask is not required
but is always welcome.
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CHAPEL HILL UMC
Phone: (269) 927-3454
Parsonage: (269) 925-4528

Church Office Hours

Pastor’s Cell: (231) 631-1055
Tuesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm

E-mail: chumcsodus@comcast.net

Wednesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Pastor’s email: begordon68@hotmail.com

Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Websites:
www.chapelhillmethodist.org/

Hours vary on Holidays
Staff Education & Vacations

www.chapelhill-craftshow.org

In case of emergency when the office is closed, please try the
parsonage (925-4528)

Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Open AA Meetings: 9:00 a.m.
Children’s message in 10:30 a.m. Worship
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